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TRAINING  CALENDAR

OCTOBER
07 Hep. B shots, ti ter check, WCSO, 6 pm ......................................................................... Robyn S.
07 Fitness Test: WCSO, 6 pm ....................................................................................... Sgt. Chad F.
07 Meeting: Defensive Driving, GPS, WCSO, 7 pm ........................................... Chris Ward, Bryan B.
11 Sat. Training: Mock Search and Life Flight tr aining, Arbs Basin, 9 am............... Scott W., Bryan B.
18 MSAR: Cabin Hollow, meet at Lightning Ridge ............................................................... Allen M.

NOVEMBER
04 Meeting: Winter Team, WCSO, 7 pm ............................................................................. Bryan B.
08 Sat. Training: Equipment Maintenance and BBQ, 10 am ............................... Don O., Sgt. Chad F.
08 Sat. Training: Climb training at Petzl, 6 pm ...................................................................... Rick S.
08 MSAR: Middle Fork ....................................................................................................... Allen M.
22 OEC refresher, Wolf Mtn., Ogden Regional, 7:30 am .................................................... Nathan F.
22 CPR class, (CPR recertification mandatory every year) WCSO, 6 pm ............................... Steve E.

DECEMBER
02 Meeting: Avalanche Awareness, WCSO, 7 pm ......................................................... Craig Gordon
06 Sat. Training: Avalanche Awareness, TBA............................................................... Craig Gordon
12 Ski the Moon, North Ogden Divide .................................................................................. Mike F.

TBA Backcountry ski class?......................................................................................... Mike & Meg F.

JANUARY 2009
06 Meeting: Cold weather injuries and patient packaging, WCSO, 7 pm ............................... Steve E.
09 Ski the Moon, Powder Mountain Powder country ............................................................. Mike F.
10 Sat. Training: snow anchors and ice ax self arrest ....................................................... Lane McP.

TBA Backcountry ski class?......................................................................................... Mike & Meg F.

FEBRUARY
03 Meeting: Winter Search Theory, WCSO, 7 pm ................................................................ Bryan B.
06 Ski the Moon, Cutler’s..................................................................................................... Mike F.
07 Sat. Training: Backcountry ski training............................................................ Mike F. & Steve E.

20-22 Winter Survival Seminar, Environmental Center................................................... Sgt. Brandon T.

MARCH
03 Meeting: TBA mandatory WCSO course, WCSO, 7 pm .............................................. Sgt. Chad F.
07 Sat. Training: Winter mock search or familiarization ride ................................................ Bryan B.
06 Ski the Moon, Powder Mountain Baldy ............................................................................. Mike F.

APRIL
07 Meeting: Water Ops and support, WCSO, 7 pm ................................................. Don O. & Mike F.
11 Sat. Training: Dive/Swiftwater .......................................................................... Don O. & Mike F.

EVENTS CALENDAR

OCTOBER
17-19 Deer Hunt Camp, Monte Cristo snowmobile parking lot ............................................ Sgt. Chad F.
24-26 Deer Hunt Camp, Monte Cristo snowmobile parking lot ............................................ Sgt. Chad F.

JANUARY 2009
09-11 MRA business meeting in SLC ........................................................................................ John S.

AUGUST/S EPTEMBER 2008 C ALLOUTS

August 29 th , 2008, 9:00 pm —Hiker in distress on trail to Lewis Peak from North Ogden Divide . A 42 year old
man was attempting to hik e to Lewis Peak with a group of Boy Scouts. Initial reports indicated that he w as
experiencing pain in his left arm and numbness in his fingers. Sgt. Ferrin heard the call and activated a SAR call
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WCSSAR meetings are held in the main WCSO building.
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out for climbers and the motorcycle team. Mounted SAR also responded and provided support.
The fire department reached the scene and Life Flight was called too but i t was uncertain if they
could get close enough so the climb team prepared the litter and l itter wheel in case ground
transportation was needed. Life Flight was able to air lift r escuers and supplies to a position
higher up the mountain tow ards Lewis Peak.

At 9:50 pm the motor cycle team was able to reach the patient. The patient had giv en plasma
earlier in the day and had not eaten anything before attempting the hik e. He was extremely
dehydrated and very ill. At 10:07 pm i t was decided to transport him up to the hel icopter which
took twent y minutes.

All teams, including the Boy Scouts were clear of the mountain and back at the tr ailhead by
11:12 pm. Report by John Sohl

September 22 nd , 2008, 7:30 am, Wasatch Ridge —The call came in around 10 or 11 pm on
9/21/08 to Sgt. F errin about a missing grouse hunter, 35 YO male that was separated from his
group while looking for his stepson. The stepson and other members of the group returned to
the vehicles but the missing hunter did not. This w as a no fly night due to the cloud co ver so Sgt.
Toll put out a standb y page for Monday morning, September 22nd. Sgt. Toll sent out an activation
page in the morning to meet at the parking lot of f Hwy 39 on the r oad to Wasatch Ridge at 0730.

We had a good turnout of mounted S AR, ATV’s, K9 and ground pounders and by the time the
first teams were arriving, Sgt. Ferrin had talked with the r est of the hunting part y and marked a
GPS waypoint for position last seen. I nitial teams of mounted SAR, K9 and ATV were deployed
to begin the search. As more team members arrived, new team member Felipe Contrearas-
Valenzuela was deployed to Camp Kiesel to standby in case the missing hunter walked out at the
bottom end of Wheatgrass Canyon. Also, a team of fiv e searchers was deployed to Causey
Reservoir to begin hiking up f rom the bot tom of Wheatgrass.

Supplemental report by Bryan Bennett: Wasatch Ridge Search

I’ve been asked to report on the portion of the sear ch where the missing grouse hunter was
found. The K9 team was deployed first to get ahead of the r est of the search teams. When we
arrived at the point last seen, the missing man’s hunting companion was there having just
returned from a short solo search. I questioned ghim and determined a dir ection of tr avel and
also the type of boot he w as wearing. This fact turned out to be v ery important. Scott Combe
and Amelia Young took the r oute of the hunter ’s son and Jim Stoddard, Jackie and I took the
lower route. Amelia’s dog, Xena, went wi th her but f or the tr aining and experience only.

As Jim, Jackie and I were turning tow ards Lightning Ridge, the hunter’s destination, Jackie
began to show interest in a draw that led us away from our destination. She worked out of i t but
went back to i t as we came out of the tr ees. We followed her about 2/3 of the w ay down into the
area where three canyons came together, the top of Wheatr ass. I called in asking for the
Mounted team to check the canyon that went down to Causey. Ground teams were also de-
ployed to Causey to work their way up. We turned back up the ridge to continue our grid.

We stopped to rest for short time and when I put Jackie back to work, she turned to go back into
the canyon. I br ought her back up to continue when Jim Stoddard spotted a foot tr ack in the
mud. It matched the description we had r eceived earlier. The track was going into the canyon.
We slowly walked off the ridge into the can yon looking for more tracks. We located two more as
we went. Whi le Jim and I were looking for tracks in the bottom, Jackie continued down the
canyon. We heard her return and Jim said, “ther e’s a guy right ther e”. It w as our missing hunter.
The patient told us later that he hear d the bell Jackie was wearing and knowing it was not a
natural sound, he started towards it. The funny thing w as we had been yelling his name and he
had not heard us but he heard the bell. Jackie had been pulling us down into the canyon the
whole time and thanks to Jim finding the tr ack, we finally followed her, to the patient.

He was soaked to the skin and his legs were cramping from being cold and walking all night. I

We had a good turn out f or the rescue of the hiker
on North Ogden Divide on August 29th. Photos by
Sgt. Chad Ferrin

Todd
Nebeker
and Allen
Melle
repre-
sented the
Mounted
SAR team
for the
callout.

Rick
Schroeder
and Jeff
Stark
celebrate
a
successful
conclusion
to the
callout.

The parking lot at the tr ail head was buzzing with
SAR members.

Sgt. Chad Ferrin sees the
Mounted SAR team off as they
deploy to search for the lost
grouse hunter on the snowy
morning of September 22nd.
Along with the MSAR team, we
also sent out ATVs and K9s for
the search. Photos by Dep. Mark
Horton

Yes, it’s a small
MobCom...but it
was nice and warm
inside the truck.



radioed it in whi le Jim got his wet shirt of f of him and a dry sweat shirt and poncho on him. W e
tried to put glo ves on him but his hands were cold and swollen. He was shivering uncontrolla-
bly but seemed in good health considering what he had been thr ough. We started a fir e and
gave him something to eat and drink. He w armed up pretty quick while we waited for the
Mounted Team and his ride out.

When the Mounted team showed up, I an Hess gave up his horse to the patient and he r ode
back up to the r oad where Sgt. Ferrin picked him up in his truck and br ought him back to IC
and his waiting family and the media. After being debrief ed, it was discovered that the missing
hunter hiked a considerable distance down the canyon looking for his stepson and then be-
came disoriented and lost. He was able to see the lights of the others as they look ed for him but
was not able to hike the distance back up the canyon.

This search was a great example of the team work and div ersity our team has. The patient w as
in no condition to w alk out. Without a horseback ride, this would ha ve been a long hard assist.
If Jim had not been alert and f ound his track, we would have continued our designated route
and missed him. I moni tored radio traffic from the ATV teams that were checking all possible
road routes. And last but not least, I ha ve to express how proud I am of Jackie. This was her
first “Live Find” and I’ ll never forget it!

COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE

Serving Those Who Serve

Serving the citizens of and visitors to Weber County as a Search and Rescue volunteer is a very
rewarding endeavor. The hard work and sacrifice each member expends in these pursuits is
abundantly returned to us as we look into the appr eciative eyes of those saved from tragedy or
the quite calm and peace we feel when closure is brought to a grieving f amily.

But ther e is more. For those who serve as leaders to the many SAR teams and team members
there is an additional measure of satisfaction one derives. Serving in the capacity of a leader on
our SAR teams and playing a small part in the dev elopment and improvement of the team is
demanding, it is also very personally satisfying. From time to time ther e will be new opportuni-
ties to serve in these leadership capacities, I know that ther e are people preparing themselves
for these chances to serve.

Permit me to announce one such new leadership change; Sgt. Ferrin and I ha ve extended to
Kevin Tams the assignment of Commander of the Dive Team. Kevin has eagerly accepted this
role. Please join the Weber County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue Leadership in supporting Kevin
in this new role. Additionally, please join with us in our thanks and appr eciation to Rick Good-
liffe for his nearly two years of service as Commander of the Dive Team. Under Rick’s leader-
ship the team expanded its capability and resources becoming NITROX certified and adding
support equipment. Rick has actively led the team and impr oved the frequency and quality of
team training and will continue to be a gr eat team resource. I am personally appreciative and
impressed with Rick and where he has brought the team. Thank y ou Rick and welcome aboard
Kevin!

Callout Considerations and Preparations for Fall and Winter

Two weeks ago we had a callout up on Monte Cristo for a missing hunter which concluded
successfully. I n the SAR Executive Committee debriefing of the incident ther e were some im-
portant / concerned observations that are worthy of note. 1) we need to ensur e that we ar e
arriving at a callout prepared and wearing appropriate clothing for the environment. The search
area was large with snow at the higher elev ations and rain falling everywhere else. By way of
reminder once again, cotton kills. Please understand that Team and Department leaders are
responsible to ensure that we send only those pr operly dressed and equipped out into the field.
2) please ensure that you do not separate from your gear. Situations do arise that may cause
us to spend extended time in the field. Al lowing your pack or gear and you to go two di fferent
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Roy West,
Ken
Schulte, Dr.
Kevin
Pogue,
Wallace
Keck at City
of Rocks,
ID. Photo
provided by
Roy West

The new CIRO entrance sign. Photo provided by
Roy West

 Happy campers at the Breadloaves group site at
City of Rocks. Photo by Roy West

Allen Melle and Rick Schroeder return to IC after the
successful rescue. Photos by Sheri

Jim Stoddard and Bryan Bennett describe their find
after returning to IC.

Good girl Jackie with her pr oud papa Bryan.

The media mobs Sgt. Toll.
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directions is a recipe for disaster. Please keep your gear with you! 3) occasionally we have
occurrences of persons that may be less skilled than they should be operating resources (horses,
ATV’s, Snowcats, Snowmobiles, etc) in callout situations. Our function and objective is to re-
solve the mission without having additional injury or the compl ication of one of us becoming an
additional victim. Trainings are the proper place to develop new skills for team members. Hav-
ing additional unused resources at or available to Command may appear to some to be inef fi-
cient and wasteful, the al ternative view is that i t is better to leave a resource unused than to put
an inexperienced operator in the field and risk pr oblems. Team leaders are reminded to carefully
and critically assess skills and risks before deployment and seek input f rom the I ncident Com-
mander if questions remain.

MEMBERSHIP  I SSUES AND UPDATES BY KATHY BENNETT

One of the thr ee new members that were voted in at the r ecent commander meeting is Mike
Simmons . He resides in Roy with his wi fe, Melissa, and two sons. He currently is a pilot for
Express Jet Airlines. He is a certified rescue diver and will be a great addition to the div e team.
Mike has a major in Geography and a minor in Geo Spacial Analysis. Welcome!!

Our second new member is Eric Gibson.  He is married and just f ound out that they ar e
expecting their first bab y in May 2009. Congratulations to him and is wi fe. He has worked at
Western Zirconium for 8 months and resides in North Ogden. He became interested in Search
and Rescue when he lived in Central Washington and had the opportuni ty to participate in some
classes that they offered. After relocating to Utah recently he decided to become involved with
WCSSAR. He will be on the cl imb team and has 2 years experience. We look forward to working
with Eric.

The third new member is David Hamilton . He will be member of the Mounted SAR team and
currently does trail patrol for Antelope Island. He is married to Elizabeth and they have two children.
One girl who is 12 and a son that is 5. David and his family reside in Farr West. He works for
Mountain West Survey and Mapping as a surveyor. He has always been interested in search and
rescue work. It is good to ha ve David with the team and we look f orward to get ting to know him.

Kent Jensen  has finished his chemotherapy and is doing well.
He is currently in remission and does routine follow ups with his
physician every six months. Also, a big thank y ou to Kent and his
family for all the long hours they put in on cl imb wall events this
year!

Jared and Amber Randall’s  new litt le one, Ryker, is now 5
months old and weighs 14 pounds. Jared says, “he is really chunking
out and doing great“.

The Mounted SAR coming through camp. Photo by
Nicole Schulte

The storm is
coming.
Photo by
Nicole
Schulte

Dinner music by Carolyn and Gavin Truji llo. Photo by
Roy West

Saturday dinner. Photo by Roy West

The Indian
brave of
North Circle
Creek. Photo
by Ken
Schulte

Happy camp-
ers? Photo by
Roy West

Warm campers. Photo by Roy West Group tent site at the Breadloaves. Photo by Roy West
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Cheryl Stoker , Lyman’s wife, is doing great. She is currently staying with a neighbor because
she cannot go up and down stairs yet. It is going to be in the first part of October that they
anticipate she will be able to put weight on her leg and back. Cheryl is able to get out of a chair
and dress herself. She will be going in f or a minor surgery this month to r emove a pin from her
left hand. Lyman says that she is “chomping at the bi t” to get up and going.

On September 27th a 5K run Ogden was held in her honor to r aise funds for medical bills.
According to the Standard Examiner, there were over 300 people participating in the run and
Cheryl was seen making her way around through the parking lot on her crutches. Donations to
the Cheryl Stoker Recovery Fund can still be sent to Cheryl Stoker Recovery Fund, C/O Rands
Roofing, 2941 North 1050 East, North Ogden, UT 84414.

Mike Fogg  had the opportuni ty to participate in the bik e ride that starts in Logan and ends in
Jackson Hole. This is a 206 mile course that the participants do in one da y. Mike has always
wanted to try this ride and now he can sa y, “I did the LotoJa and finished” . Congratulations
Mike!!

We just wanted to send get wel l wishes to Kimball Kelsey.  He had an unfortunate accident at
City of Rocks during the WCSSAR weekend. Kimball took a f all and fractured his tibia. He is
expected to make a full recovery but i t wi ll take about 8 weeks or so. At this time he is on l ight
duty. Kimball, take care and we hope you have a full and speedy recovery.

Jeff Stark had to put down his lo yal friend “Annie”  on September 19th, due to old age. Annie
was a great Search Dog and asset to the team over the past 10 years. She spent hundreds of
hours training and searching for missing people throughout her l ife. Words can’t express how
sorry I am to hear this news. I know how di fficult i t can be to loose a great and loyal friend, so
when you see Jeff, let him know we ar e truly sorry f or his loss. Report by Sgt. Brandon Toll
Update on Winter Jackets by Meg Fogg —The fabric that our jack ets were going to be made
of failed some sort of test and we ar e no longer able to get them. I am just as surprised to hear
about it as the buyers were. Unfortunately, they were unable to get another t ype of fabric to
make the jackets out of, so we are back at square one. I talk ed with the The North Face rep and
he told me that we ar e still able to get North Face jackets if we wish. I ha ve been looking for
jackets that sti ll fi t around the price range we have already been approved for. I’ve looked at all
of the jackets that come in a r ed color. Unfortunately, what is available is only two jackets, the
Mammatus, which will cost us around $200 (we were approved for $130) and the Apex Bionic,
which will cost us about $50. The Mammatus is a great mountaineering jacket and the Apex
Bionic is a softshell with no hood (not a gr eat all weather jacket). I wi ll continue looking for
jackets through other vendors and if North Face has any other availability. We are hoping that
we’ll know by the general meeting what the plan is.

Smiling Mike! (The grimaces came the next
day.)

Jeff Stark and Annie on the tr ail. We will
miss you Annie.

Soloing the descent route, SAR (gear) rescue mission.
Photo by Roy West

Roy West
leading the
crux pitch
on Birth
Canal
(5.10d, A0)
Photo by
Ken Schulte

Ken Schulte being re-born on Birth Canal.
Photo by Roy West

Scene of the 5K run fundraiser for Cheryl Stoker on September 27th in North Ogden. Caleb and Gary Stoker were on hand to help.

Allen and
Debbie
Melle on
Rocky and
Litt le.
Photo by
Jed
McDermott
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Sgt. Toll brought a catalog with samples of the t ypes of shirts that he is recommending to the
team. These are from Screen Printers Plus and the committee discussed a Coolmax type mate-
rial called sport tech dry mesh of 100% poly double mesh f or approximately $20 each. They also
have a 50/50 combination of cot ton and poly f or $12-15 each and 100% cotton for the same
price. We decided not to pursue the 100% cot ton but ther e was much discussion on the other
two options and a consensus was not reached. It was decided to ask team members at the next
general meeting to wri te down their shirt pr eference and size on the sign in sheet. These will all
be long sleeve shirts with embroidered emblem on the f ront and SAR silk screened on one sleeve
and on the back. Team members will need to pay for the shirts that they or der.

PREVIOUS  TRAINING  REPORTS
City of Rocks  report by Ken Schulte in Climb News section on page 7.
MSAR ride  by John Sohl see MSAR News section on page 9.

OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING

Tuesday, October 7 th , 2008, WCSO Driver Training, Mock Search and GPS.

Rino Review and Mock Search by Bryan Bennett —A portion of the October meeting wi ll
be used to refresh our knowledge on the Rino’s. I would l ike to ask three things:

1) Please bring your GPS, regardless of the make and model, to the meeting.

2)  Make a list of the tr aining issues you would like addressed. Put them on paper and give them
to me at the beginning of the meeting so we can addr ess them. If y ou are having issues,
chances are that others are too.

3)  I need those of y ou that are proficient with a GPS to attend and help those teammates that
need it. I can almost guar antee you that at some point, y ou are going to need your teammate to
be able use his/her GPS.

The Mock Search will take place on October 11 th  and will be run out of Arbs Basin on
top of Monte Cristo.  There are going to be scenarios set up for ground teams, K9 teams, ATV
teams, Mounted SAR, Medical and the Climb Team. I would l ike all teams ready to brief by 9 am,
deploy by 9:30 am and we should be done and debriefed by noon or short ly after. There will be
a need to know how to use y our GPS and we will set up additional dri lls for those want to stay
and practice for a short time after the victim(s) ar e located.

The K9 team  will be staying for the weekend, after the Mock Search on October 11th, and
training and testing wi th Janet Wilts. We will address training issues Saturday afternoon and
setting up tests on Sunday. Kurt Hadfield wi ll be taking his Large Area test to complete his
Wilderness certification and we can set up tests f or anyone else that wants to schedule one. We

There was quite a crowd and many activities to cheer the triathletes at Pineview f or
the September 13th race. Photos by Mike Fogg

Mike Fogg patrols a section of the race near the fnish line. Photo by Sheri

Jackie is on the alert as she patrols with Bryan Ben-
nett at the start of the r ace. Photos by Sheri

Ryan Kiernan follows a swimmer that is showing signs
of tiring.

Kayakers are on the lookout for swimmers in distress.

Divers stand (or sit) by on the patr ol boats watching
for potential emergencies in the water as the com-
petitors swim past. Kayakers and divers alike often
guided wandering swimmers back onto the straight
line between buoys. The racers were grouped and
their starts staggered. Swimmers line the beach behind Mike at the start of the r ace.
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need to know by 10-6-08 if you plan to attend and/or test.  We can always use subjects,
so if anyone else is interested in seeing what this tr aining is all about, please let us know and
come and camp with us.

Deer Camp —Sgt. Ferrin was asked to set up the FEMA trailers at the Monte Cristo snowmobile
parking lot so that SAR team members can camp out during the two weekends of the deer hunt
in case there is an emergency in the area. These weekends will be October 17th-19th and 24th-
26th. A signup sheet will be sent around at the next meeting. Members ar e invited to bring their
families with them and the WCSO will furnish all food.

CLIMBING  WALL AND FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES :
With luck, the cl imb wall is now retired for this season. We brought in around $4,500 this year,
whoo-hoo! A big thank y ou to Kent Jensen and his family, the WCSO and all team members
who helped out with these activities.

CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
City of Rocks, ID, by Ken Schulte —This year’s annual outing, 19 th-21st September, coincided
with the 20 th Anniversary of the City of Rocks (CIRO). While most members rolled into the City
mid-Friday to early Saturday, a few over excited members arrived Wednesday and got an early
jump on the cr ags. Base camp was established at the usual spot on the west side of the
Breadloaves; however, a few members and the mounted SAR team made use of the wonderful
facilities at the Smoky Mountain campground. We had a total of 20 members, one pr ospective
member and 20 family members turnout f or some or most of the activi ties.

Despite the t ypical Idaho changing weather, which oscillated from “sunny and clear” to “omi-
nous and driving rain” (and back again), the mounted team w as able to get in a scenic horse ride
while the climbers bagged several trad and sport routes on the Breadloaves, Elephant Rock,
Jackson’s Thumb, Striped Rock, and the Great Wall. A couple of the “gr ey beards” even stayed
late on Sunday to do a first ascent on a new 5.10d tr ad route dubbed “Birth Canal”.

Park Superintendent, Wallace Keck, provided a 20-year historical insight to CIRO and a glimpse
of the next 5-10 y ears. Dr. Kevin Pogue, geologist and climber, gave a 2.5 billion year perspec-
tive on the City and explained why we have the beloved formations in CIRO and Castle Rocks.
Entertainment at the Saturday evening group dinner was provided by Carolyn and Gavin Truji llo.
Climbing Ranger, Brad Shilling, presented a slideshow illustrating bold moves on very question-
able Canadian limestone.

Those who stayed and braved the weather were rewarded with a beauti ful Fall day of climbing
on Sunday. Between the climbing, f riendship and camping it was a very enjoyable weekend.
Anyone who is on or inter ested in the climb teams should plan to join us ther e next year.

DIVE /S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
The Dive Team has a new Leader. Kevin Tams  is now the Commander of the Weber County
Sheriff Dive Team. Congratulations Kevin.

On September 13th WCSSAR supported the Ogden Valley triathlon  by providing kayakers and
divers to assist in watching over the swimming portion of the r ace. The department had both of
its boats on the water as well. Different f rom the XTERRA race, this race had all competitors
swim only one lap, the “pr ofessionals” got out first f ollowed by the various classes. Our team
was joined by other volunteers in kayaks. Several people have had problems while swimming at
these events and so the event organizers wanted to have particularly strong support for the
swimmers. The swimming event went wel l with only a f ew swimmers going off course and only
a couple of swimmers needing assistance. Several other swimmers looked like they might need
assistance but were able to complete the swim wi thout aid whi le under close watch by the kayak
teams.

Gingersnap
waits her turn
at the Front
Range Rescue
Dogs seminar in
Colorado. Photo
by Kathy
Bennett

Kathy
plays
victim.
Photo by
Bryan
Bennett

Bryan
takes
his turn
as
victim.
Photo
by
Kathy
Bennett

Amela and Xena practice. Photo by Kathy Bennett

The noise from all the swimmers sounded like
white water rapids.

The Skipper and his crew returning after “a thr ee-
hour tour.”

Todd and new team member Felipe prepare for
some practice dives.

The
instructors
teach a
trailing
technique.
Photo by
Kathy
Bennett
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Following the race, Divers Rick Goodliffe, Shaun Palm, Todd Nebeker, Don Olsen, and new diver
Felipe Valenzuela went over to the Ogden Pineview Yacht Club for a few training dives. Report
by Don Olsen.

K9 N EWS:
The K9 team will be staying for the weekend, after the Mock Search  on October 11th, and
training and testing with Janet Wilts.  (See Overview of Upcoming Training on page 6 for
more details.)

Bryan, Kathy and Amelia attended a K9 training seminar  just outside of Jamestown, Colo-
rado, in the Rocky Mountains near Denver. The seminar was hosted by Front Range Rescue
Dogs at a mountain retreat where we stayed in rustic cabins and met and ate in a beauti ful
lodge at 8900’.

Once again we were given the chance to get the best K9 search training available from Cris
Goodhue and Kris Brock from High Country Search Dogs. The training was specific and helped us
with the individual tr aining issues we were having. Amelia/Xena and Bryan/Jackie worked on
trailing and cadaver while Kathy/Ginger concentrated on cadaver and runaways. Part of the tr ain-
ing and learning process involves assisting the other teams. We all had opportunities to do this.

This was also a great opportunity to meet and work wi th handlers from other teams. This gave
us the opportuni ty to assess our training methods, and the results of those methods, wi th those
of other teams. It ’s nice to know that our commi tment to our standar ds and training methods is
paying off. Report by Bryan Bennett.

We were once again asked to assist on Cadaver Search  through our association with the Tri-
State groups. Kurt Hadfield and Amelia Young were able to attend and below is a report fi led by
Amelia Young.

Kurt and Amelia volunteered for a cadaver search near Laramie, Wyoming on September 19th

through the 21st. The victim was a hunter who went missing two y ears ago. Despite extensive
search efforts at the time of his disappear ance, no sign of him had been found unti l three weeks
ago when a fisherman happened across his rifle. The serial number on the ri fle confirmed i t to
be the missing hunter’s and search efforts resumed in that area. We did a lot of hiking in v ery
rugged terrain. A fanny pack that is believed to belong to the victim w as discovered near the
gun. Several search dogs showed a lot of interest up stream of the gun and f anny pack, but no
remains were pinpointed. This was a great learning experience for Kurt and Amelia. It is alw ays
educational to work with other teams.

(Ed. just out of curiosi ty I asked Bryan why our K9 team does so much out of state work. ) The
reason why we do more work out of state than in is numbers. WCSSAR does not have enough
certified teams to mount a search on our own, so we can’t go to other agencies wi thin Utah and
offer a useful service. When we travel, we combine with other certi fied teams to put on an
effective search.

As we gain certified teams we can do more within the state,
but unti l then we are limited to Weber County events and
those where we can combine our efforts.

On our last callout, had we had not f ound the missing grouse
hunter and had the search extended to the weekend, I could
have called on the Tri-State groups for help, and they would
have come in force. Thankfully, it did not come to that. Re-
port by Bryan Bennett

On Tuesday, September 23rd, Sgt. Chad Ferrin made arrange-
ments with a local vet to put on a seminar on dealing with
dog emergencies . There were several law enforcement de-

Breakfast Sunday morning at the campgr ound. Alan
and Ramona Clapperton and  Ken Albertson. Photos
by Jed McDermott

Poking along. Ran into neighbors we used to l ive by from Oakley, I daho—Susan Bedke and friend
followed by Todd and Brian Nebeker.

Brian
Nebeker on
Patches with
Todd
behind.

The wild
bunch
after
ride and
lunch at
Regis-
tration
Rock. A
big
thank
you to

Roy West for helping making a great weekend
possible forthe mounted team and f amilies. (Not
pictured but camping with us were Jed’s family—
Camille, Brooklyn and Chase McDermott.)

Below: Mule
drawn wagon
returning us to our
horses. 8 riders
from Weber Co.:

Alan &
Ramona
Clapperton,
Allen & Debbie
Melle, Ken
Albertson ,
Todd & Brian
Nebeker & Jed
McDermott.

Left: Backcoun-
try 3 mi les from
the road.

Geared up
for the
rain!

Dave Shupe Vet seminar
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partments represented, citizens and search dog handlers. Dave Shupe, a vet from
Coldwater Creek , presented scenarios and equipment needed to handle dog emergen-
cies, both at home and in the field. His dog, Jack, w as used for visual demonstration. Dave
handed out a list of i tems that should be available for emergencies and how to use them.

The humane society puts out a handbook on pet emer gencies that he recommends. If
anyone is interested they can contact the Coldwater Creek Vet Clinic and purchase one,
$15. I would be happ y to make copies of the list that w as handed out, as well as, make the
book available for anyone trying to decide i f i t would be beneficial f or them to own. Da ve did
an excellent job and the inf ormation was interesting and valuable. We would like to thank
Chad for setting this class up for the dog teams. Report by Kathy Bennett

LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
As a continuing reminder, if your personal information or certifications  change ,
please send Meg Fogg a message so she can update the database.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
On Sept. 27 th, 2008, the Mounted SAR team did a familiarization ride to the Little Grand
Canyon  area north of Monte Cristo. Ken Albertson, Alan Clapperton, Allen Melle and John
Sohl were joined by Brian Melle and Ian Sohl for the ride. Al len has several new horses this
year and he is working hard training them for SAR work. (The training of these horses has
been successful.) The team reached an overlook at lunch time and over heard Jeff Malan on
the radio with Brandon Toll. Turns out that Malan and Toll were hunting about 12 mi les
away and we picked up their communications. It w as a good ride and we discussed the area
and terrain as pertaining to both summer and winter cal l outs. The entire ride including
getting the horses to and f rom the tr ailhead took eight hours. Report by John Sohl

MEDICAL  NEWS:
The Wolf Mountain refresher is Sat. Nov. 22 nd , 7:30 am, Ogden Regional. If y ou are
unable to attend this r efresher and need another option, please call Steve Ericson imme-
diately.

First Aid Education &
Physical Fitness Requirements for WCSSAR Members

by Steve Ericson, medical coordinator

Weber County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue (WCSSAR) has educational requirements for
first aid and physical fitness requirements for members in good standing.

There are two acceptable levels of first aid education members may choose from. Both
relate to the wi lderness environment since that is the arena we serve. There are many fine
organizations offering advanced wilderness first aid training. WCSSAR has chosen the Na-
tional Ski Patrol’s courses for a number for reasons. First, they relate to the wi lderness
environment. These courses build on themselves so members can further their education
with a familiar structure. They are easy to recertify with since most ski patrols offer annual
recertification courses and we have a number of members that ar e instructors. The costs
for the courses are reasonable.

The entry level advanced first aid course is “Outdoor First Care”. It is of fered in April consisting
of three evenings; 3 hours each evening plus a written and practical examination. Recertifica-
tion requires retaking the course every three years. The course is $5. All of the courses cited
in this article are reimbursed by WCSSAR provided that the student is successful.

The higher level of first aid education is the “Outdoor Emer gency Care” course which is
equivalent to the EMT basic course. It is presented in the fall beginning in September and

Ken Albertson, Allen Melle, Brian Melle, and Alan Clapperton on the
ride to Litt le Grand Canyon on September 27th. Photos by John Sohl

Ian Sohl riding “Li tt le” wi th Ken and Alan. Ken and Allen at the canyon.

Below:
Closeup of
the top of
the cliff at
left. A wide
view and a
closeup
view from a
neighboring
outcrop.
The cliffs
faces alone
are over
150 feet
high.

Awe-
some
view!
The
canyon
is nearly
2000
feet
deep.

A fun ride for everyone.
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ends in November. The course is time intensive which is taught 3 nights a week f or 3 hours each
night plus the usual Saturday cram sessions. The cost is $350. Recertification is accomplished
annually, usually through one of the ski patr ols.

Additionally, some of our members are fire fighters wi th EMT education from basic to paramedic
levels. They recertify through their r espective organizations.

CPR for professional rescuers is another requirement which is offered by WCSSAR in November
or through the OEC recertification process. WCSSAR provides this course through the American
Red Cross but will accept the American Heart Association’s course as well. CPR for professional
rescuers requires annual recertification at a cost of $6.

WCSSAR has physical fitness requirements for members that are deployed into the field f or
rescue or recovery. One may consult the WCSSAR directives for your particular team’s required
fitness test.

In conclusion, WCSSAR requires one of two levels of wilderness advanced first aid training, as
well as CPR for the professional rescuer. A physical fitness test is also required for members that
are deployed into the field. These r equirements are listed in the WCSSAR directives which can
be found on our web site ht tp:/webersar.org/directives.

W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
It ’s time to brush up on some things to get r eady for winter. A portion of the next meeting wi ll
be devoted to the oper ation of our Rino 530’s. We are learning that, despite what we think we
know, we are still in need of, as a team, another r efresher.

On November 1st, the Utah Avalanche Awareness center is putting on a workshop to incr ease
avalanche awareness within the communi ty. There is more information included on page 11 for
those that are interested. The cost is $25.00 per person. Report by Bryan Bennett

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
Jeff Stark will be starting another CERT class for Weber beginning October 9th on Thursdays
at Fire Station 61. The course will run f or seven weeks.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT  KRIS  HARROP BY KATHY BENNETT

Kris Harrop was born and raised in Utah. He moved to West
Haven a year ago but l ived in North Ogden for 18 years previ-
ously. He has been married to Debbie for 32 years and has
four children. His four children, one boy and three girls, are
married and all live in Utah. Kris has five granddaughters and
looks forward to the birth of his first gr andson in December.

Kris worked for the Division of Youth Corrections for 31 years
and was in charge of facilities. Kris retired from the state about
4½ y ears ago and started working for CTI—a construction
firm. They specialize in industrial and commercial construc-
tion and deal mainly wi th mi litary installations. He has been
with them f or 4½ y ears and is currently a project manager.
Kris plans on retiring a second time at age 62.

Kris became involved with Weber County after the Cut ler Ba-
sin Avalanche about 13+ years ago. He was on scene during the recovery/rescue effort and had
the opportuni ty to speak with Steve Carver, who gave information on how to apply to the sear ch
and rescue group. He is involved with the winter team. He is A valanche Level 1 and 2 certified
and operates a snowcat. He is on the climb team, swift water team, ATV team, and support for
ground pounding.

Kris enjoys spending time with his family. His hobbies include hunting and fishing. He will be on
a muzzleloader trip the end of this month f or 9 days. He is a certified diver but does not get the
opportunity to dive very much. Two of his favorite movies are HOOK with Dustin Hoffman and
Young Frankenstein with Gene Wilder. Kris enjoys reading books about Orrin Porter Rockwell.
He was a very colorful fellow from the old west days. Kris has a favorite opera and has had the
opportunity to tr avel to San Francisco to see the performance—Phantom of the Opera.

In August of 2009 Kris is planning a hunting trip to Namibia, Af rica. He will be hunting gemsbok,
wart hog and kudu. He wi ll be participating in the hunts f or seven days. He has met his P.H.—
professional hunter—that will be his guide in Africa. This is something that he has wanted to do
for along time. He is very excited.

It is people l ike Kris that give of their time and talents that mak e our search and rescue team one
of the most r espected in the state. The hours that Kris has given to the community on behalf of
WCSSAR are numerous. The lives that his volunteer service have affected are immeasurable. We
want to thank Kris f or his unselfish service and his continued participation with WCSSAR.

Photo by
Becky Burt

Kris Harrop

The multi-
talented Kris
Harrop, teaching,
climbing,
swiftwater,
snowcats and
ATVs.

Photo by
Nathan Foster

Photo by John Sohl



FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Oh, oh—my bad—11 pages this time.

Thanks also to everyone who sent me articles for the newsletter—Don, Bryan, Roy, Ken, Steve, John, and especially Kathy who wrote several
articles. Additional thanks to Roy, Ken, Nicole, Kathy, Mike F., Bryan, Jed, Mark, Chad and John for all their photos. And a big thank y ou to
Allen, Ken, and Alan for taking good care of I an on the MSAR ride! Special thanks to Angie for looking up many details and keeping track of
all our paperwork on the team.

Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net, sheri@clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net
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Friends of the Utah Avalanche Center – a 501(c)3 organization

2008 Utah Snow & Avalanche Workshop

The Utah Snow & Avalanche Workshop (USAW)  is a visionary professional development seminar. USAW will tap into
the incredible local knowledge we have in the Utah snow and avalanche industry. Attendees will learn about historic
avalanche events as well as new innovations within the industry . We welcome all snow professionals; avalanche forecast-
ers, ski patrollers, snow scientists, DOT personnel, mountain guides, ski industry manufacturers, search & rescue person-
nel and more.

When?

This one day, annual event will take place on Saturday November 1, 2008. The morning is open only to snow pr ofessionals
featuring an exchange of the vast local knowledge & experience among those attending. The afternoon of fers guest
speakers and will be open to the publ ic. After a fulfilling day of seminars, a fundraising party supporting the Utah Avalanche
Center will follow. The evening will feature live music - we hope to get Mick and the bo ys if we can get Keith thr ough
customs—or have an actions sports movie premier.

Where?

The Depot, located at the Gallivan Center in Salt Lake City, Utah.
08:00-12:00 Professional Development
12:00-13:00 Lunch
13:15-16:00 Open to Public
16:30-21:00 Fundraising Party

Why should I attend USAW 2008?

Never before has there been an event like this in Utah. It ’s our chance to share local knowledge, history & camaraderie.
Let’s face it, none of us ar e getting any younger and this is an opportuni ty to perpetuate the weal th of local knowledge we
have. Listening to experts share their experiences is a great way for younger snow professionals to learn. The master-
apprentice relationship has worked this way for decades. The format wi ll be much like a mini ISSW with presentations
lasting 15 minutes and a 5 minute Q&A.

Committees

I’ ll need a litt le help to pul l this all together and I’m looking f or folks to assist on several committees- papers and
presentations, AV, advertising and promotion, and entertainment.

If y ou want to get in volved please respond to:

Craig Gordon
Avalanche Forecaster & Educator
cgordonski@hotmail.com
c. 801-231-2170


