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TRAINING  CALENDAR

DECEMBER
01 Winter Meeting: 7 pm—snowmobiles/skiers callout procedures/training, transceivers.. Gary S, Mike F.
05 Sat. Training: Snowcat and snowmobile maintenance, WCSO, 9 am ................... Scott C., Gary S.
05 Transceiver, Probe Line, Strategic Shovel, etc., Wolf Creek, 9 am ......................... Mike F., John S.
08 Dive at the Crater, Homestead ....................................................................................... Kevin T.

TBA Airboat, Mock................................................................................................................ Dave C.
TBA Practice for MRA Winter Recert ...................................................................................... John S.

JANUARY 2010
05 Meeting: 7 pm, Winter Survival, Radio/GPS practice, Avi Aware ............................ Mike J., Mike F.
08 Avalanche Awareness, WCSO classroom, 6 pm ........................................ Bryan B., Craig Gordon
09 Avalanche Awareness, field, Monte, 9 am ................................................ Bryan B., Craig Gordon
18 Dive, Bellmont Springs, Tremonton ................................................................................ Kevin T.
23 Powder Mtn.–Davenport familiarization ski run, 10 am ...................................... Steve E., Gary S.

TBA Practice for MRA Winter Recert ...................................................................................... John S.

FEBRUARY
02 Hep.B 6:30 pm, Meeting: Winter Search Theory, 7 pm, ..................................... Bryan B., Gary S.
06 Sat. Training: Winter Team, Monte, 9 am ......................................................... Bret Rassmussen
13 Powder Mtn.–Gertson familiarization ski run, 10 am .......................................... Steve E., Gary S.

TBA Practice for MRA Winter Recert ...................................................................................... John S.

MARCH
02 Meeting: I ce Safety, 7 pm, .............................................................................................. Rick G.
06 Sat. Training: I ce Dive/Airboat, Windsurfer or Cemetary Pt., 9 am ...................... Rick G., Dave C.
06 Sat. Training: Mock Search, TBA, 9 am........................................................................... Gary S.

TBA Ski the Moon.................................................................................................................. Mike F.

APRIL
06 Meeting: Swiftwater, 7 pm, ........................................................................................... Lane M.
10 Sat. Training: Swiftwater (runof f dependent) or Hel i Ops ................................... Lane M., Rick G.
17 MSAR Trail Maint. Ride ................................................................................................. Allen M.
22 First Care ..................................................................................................................... Steve E.
24 K9, 9 am ...................................................................................................................... Bryan B.
24 Climber evaluation .......................................................................................................... Rick S.

MAY
04 Meeting: 7 pm, CSI Preservation .................................................................................. Sandy L.
08 Sat. Training: Swiftwater (runof f dependent) or WSU Ropes Course................... Lane M., Rick G.
15 MSAR Trail Maint. Ride ................................................................................................. Allen M.
15 Climb Training ................................................................................................................ Rick S.

24-30 K9, Yellowstone ............................................................................................................ Bryan B.

JUNE
01 Meeting: 7 pm, ........................................................................................................................
05 Sat. Training: WSU Ropes Course or Climb training for MRA recert. .................................. Rick S.

JULY
06 Meeting: 7 pm, ........................................................................................................................
10 Sat. Training: ATV ....................................................................................................... Lyman S.

EVENTS CALENDAR

JANUARY 2010
8-10 MRA Winter Meeting in SLC ........................................................................................... John S.

MARCH

05-07 MRA recert, W. Pine Basin Lodge, ID .............................................................................. John S.

JUNE
17-20 MRA Spring Meeting in Juneau, AK................................................................................. John S.

Weber County Sherif fWeber County Sherif f

WCSSAR meetings are held in the main WCSO building.
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OCTOBER/N OVEMBER 2009 C ALLOUTS

November 1 st—Report of a missing female out of Hooper,  on October 31st, who
had been missing since October 30th. She has mental disabilities and a prior history of
disappearing. On Sunday November 1st, investigators called Sgt. Brandon Toll to call-
out the SAR team. K9 was called to search Howard’s Slew. On November 2nd helicop-
ters and K9 searched the area again. On Friday, November 6th, the missing female
was spotted walking in the area of 4000 S. 2600 W.

On Saturday, November 7th, there was a full call out search by the SAR team. Sgt.
Kendall passed out fliers but the team w as unsuccessful in locating the missing per-
son. That same night she was spotted dumpster diving in the ar ea. She has since
been spotted 3 or 4 times in the ar ea of Midland Dr. and 4000 S.

Search for missing Roy woman—Report from the field by Branden Loock

The search was coordinated on Saturday, November 7th with command being located
at Roy North Park on 4100 S. 1900 W. Teams included, ATV’s, MSAR, and foot teams.
The areas west of 1900 West on both sides of 4000 South to Midland Drive were
searched. Foot teams covered the areas around the tr ain tracks and in the heavily
wooded areas from 4000 S. past the bridge construction ar ea to where Midland Drive
meets 1900 W. ATV’s and Horse teams also covered areas around the tr ain tracks on
both sides of 4000 S.

Over the course of about 4 hours, the sear ch teams worked the areas very heavily, as
well as conducted a door to door search along the road just east of the tr ain tracks to
the north of 4000 S. With no sign of the missing woman, the sear ch was called off.

November 14 th —Report of a body;  Command center at the top of 9th Str eet. The
body has been positively identified as a man who was originally reported missing in
June. Sgt. Brandon Toll was called at noon. A team of 23 SAR members left command
at 2 pm. It w as snowing off and on during the r ecovery, but the ev ent went r eally well,
having a big team made i t run smoothly dispi te the harsh weather condi tions. The
WCSO investigator was impressed with the pr ofessionalism that our SAR team dis-
played.

Left: Searching the
fields off of 4000 S.
in Roy. Photo by
Branden L.

Right: Teams returning f rom door-
to-door neighborhood search (Jeff
S., Kimball K., Scott C. in
foreground). Photo by Branden L.

Teams
mobilize
for door-
to-door
neighborhood
search.
Photo by
Branden L.

Above—Roy North Park Command. Above, right—Foot teams receive search areas and instructions under interesting cloud cover. Photos by Branden L.

The MSAR
team
readies for
the search.
Photo by
Sandy
Ladd,
CSI

Rick S.,
Cor. Mark
Horton and
Kimball K.
at IC.
Photo by
Sandy
Ladd,
CSI

We had a
good
turnout f or
this
search.
Photo by
Sandy
Ladd,
CSI

Meanwhile in the MobCom,
Sgts. Brandon Toll and Ron
Kendell plan strategy for the
search. Photos by Sandy Ladd
CSI



WEBER COUNTY SHERIFF SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWSLETTER PAGE 3 DECEMBER 2009

The line of sight distance back was one mile with nearly 2000 feet of elevation gain.
It w as a lot of work but wi th a large team we were able to distribute the weight of the
litter wheel, l itter and other equipment so that no one person had to carry too much.
The only significant problem was that the team members taking up the r ear did not
have a radio which made it hard to keep together wi th the f ront of the l ine.

MEMBERSHIP  I SSUES AND UPDATES

We would like to welcome Chris Oliver to the team. Chris currently resides in Pleas-
ant View. He is a full time student at W eber State University and is studying to be a
paramedic. His goals include becoming a flight nurse or nurse practitioner. Chris will
be on the backcountry, technical climb and medical teams. Chris has 12 years climb-
ing experience and will be a great addition to WCSSAR.

Sheri working on the online members page . She will attempt to ha ve it up and
running by the end of the y ear. If y ou have a picture of yourself that y ou are particu-
larly fond of, please send it to Sheri f or use in this page.

Section 3.3.1 in the directives was modified  from:

3.3.1 Each year, all Active/Operational, Active/Non-Operational and Candidate mem-
bers are required to have at least a 50% at tendance rate defined as attending at least
six training exercises (typically held on the first Satur day after the Tuesday monthly
meeting) and at least six of WCSSAR’s monthly meetings.

And is now phrased:

3.3.1 Each calendar year, all Active/Operational, Active Non-Operational and Candi-
date members are required to have a 50% at tendance rate for all WCSSAR monthly
meetings and the training exercise related to each meeting. Additional individual team
trainings may also be scheduled but will not count tow ards the attendance require-
ment unless preapproved by the Executive Committee.

PREVIOUS  TRAINING  REPORTS

Mock Search —The mock search on October 10th went wel l with a great turn out f rom
the team. The massive search effort went v ery smoothly since people followed their
chain of command. We did discover that earphones for the radios are needed on the
airboat, as the team members can’t hear radio traffic while the airboat is running.

Above: Sgt. Brandon Toll briefs WCSSAR team members on Nov. 14th for the recovery of a body discovered by two
hunters (right of center). Abo ve right: The team begins the ascent. Photos by Mike F.

We had to
zig-zag
through
several
rock
bands.
Photo by
Scott W.

The snow
fall vaired
in intensity
and never
really let
up. With
the warm
ground it
was quite
slippery.
Photo by
Mike F.

Almost
2000 feet
above IC,
the team
waits for
everyone
to catch
up. Photo
by John S.

Sharing
ideas on
the best
way to do
the
recovery.
Photo by
John S.

With the in vestigation complete, the
team prepares for the task ahead.
Chad, one of the hunters who found
the victim, looks on. Photo by John S.

Our staging area was about 50 feet
from the body. Dakota H. and Kai S.
bring the assembled litter over to be
loaded. Photo by John S.

Kimball leads the team securing the
remains in the liner. Photo by John S.

Gunny gets in some valuable scent
training. Photo by John S.
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November 7 th , 2009, Utah Snow and Avalanche Workshop— Eight members of
WCSSAR attended the 2009 USAW meeting. This year’s theme was primarily on ava-
lanches in-bounds at ski resorts, although much of the inf ormation was of value for
backcountry safety too. As usual the morning session was for avalanche professionals
and the afternoon session was opened up for the general public.

Two of the fi fteen talks were presented by WCSSAR members: Doug W. and Mike J.
Doug did his annual review of the past season’s snow pack and Mike presented the
results of a motion sensor loaded test dummy that w as subjected to a triggered
avalanche at Snow Basin.

A topic that came up both at USAW and at last summer’s MRA meeting was the
concept of improved techniques in shoveling (strategic shoveling and conveyer belt
shoveling) We will work on these methods later this winter once the snow bui lds up.
Another key point that is of inter est to everyone is the new and improved National
Weather Service Snow Web Page. You can get to i t f rom the NWS Salt Lake City page:
http://www .wrh.noaa.gov/slc/  then click on the Snow/Avalanche link on the left mar -
gin. There is a lot of detai led information about the snow pack. Report by John S.

OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING

The December 1 st meeting will feature Gary S. conducting the annual Winter Team
meeting for the snowmobile crowd. For detals, see the Winter News section. Mike F. will
also be addressing issues and training for the non-mechanized winter teams.

The December 5 th , Saturday training is a double training. There will be a snowmo-
bile and snowcat maintenance session at the WCSO. There will be more details at the
December 1st meeting.

The non-mechanized winter team (ski, snowshoe, K9 and ground pounders), will train
together on December 5th at Wolf Creek Mountain Resort. Please be ready to go at 9
am. Park in the lot acr oss the street from the resort. Bring your winter packs, and be
ready for a litt le bit of winter tr avel. We will practice and demo our transceivers, probe
and shovel techniques, as well as our dog teams.

There are several training exercises planned this season to prepare for the MRA winter
recertification, which wi ll take place March 5-7 up in I daho. For more about these
preparations, see John’s article in the Climbers/Back Country Skiers News.

Incident
command
is still a
long way
away.
Photo by
Mike F.

Mike specifically wanted to point
out that he caught Sheri on
camera...hmmm...Photo by Mike F.

Is Mike F. snarling at the camera?
Serves him right f or taking a pictur e of
Sheri! Photo by Scott W.

Much of
the
recovery
was
made
easier by
the slick
snow.
Photo by
Scott W.

Working our way back down. Photo by Scott W.

The rock
outcroppings
were the
only tricky
parts. Photo
by Mike F.

Trading
out the
lowering
team to
a fresh
group.
Photo by
Mike F.

WCSO Investigator Don Kelly commends the team then the lowering begins in ernest. Photos b y John S.

Several WCSSAR team members attended
the Avi Workshop in SLC on Nov. 7 th. Photo
by John S.

Mike J. and Doug W. review
Mike’s slides just prior to his
presentation. Photo by Sheri
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CLIMBING  WALL, FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES  & EVENTS:
The 2010 guidelines for the Laci/Conner SAR grant will be published in Decem-
ber. The Exec. committee has decide to pursue the dive communications equipment
once again and Kevin T. and Rick G. will spearhead this effort. The grant is due in
January 2010_.

CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
Winter MRA Re-Accreditation Update— As we prepare for the re-accreditation
tests (winter test is Mar ch 5-7 at Big Pine Lodge Idaho and summer test TBA in Utah
County) I str ongly encourage everyone on the climb teams to at tend as many training
sessions as possible. First of all this wi ll be good training and second of all we’ll be
picking our representatives from that gr oup. It is important that each person we select
for the test is ski lled in all areas as evaluators are allowed to remove or individually
test any member without notice. Even if you have no interest in being part of the team
being evaluated, you should attend for the experience.

The regular team training for December will be on beacons, probes and shovels, and
winter tr avel (see Mike’s training message). Each of these are part of the MRA testing.
Also, please bring your ice axes and crampons, just in case the resort is icy and we can
practice ice ax arrest. Approximately mid-month, depending on weather condi tions,
we’ll do a special session on strategic shoveling and snow anchors.

DIVE /,S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
Dive —Hello to al l, I hope your Thanksgiving holidays are good. This December we
will have to get to work! Ther e will be a dive training at the Crater at the Homestead
on December 8th. We will meet at WCSO at 4 pm and plan to carpool. We might be
taking the dive trailer to haul our gear i f needed. We finally will be diving in warm
water! We will be going over some of the basic training dives.
1. Self Rescue (Black Water)
2. Controlled Emergency Swimming Ascent (Using Single Regulator With Dive Partner)
3. Search procedures

I hope al l dive team members will be able to make the dive trainings in the next f ew
months, they wi ll be very valuable to us in the f uture.

Cor.
Horton
trying to
put some
distance
between
himself
and the
witness.
Lynn S. is
amused.

Below: After some sage advice, Dep.
Greenhalgh delegates the process of
“managing” the v ocal witness to Cor.
Mark Horton.

Above: During his first time in
command, Dep. Tyler Greenhalgh is
“assaulted” by irate witness Kimball K.
as he describes the accident scene.

Right: On Oct. 10th, the
team participated in a mock
search organized by Jeff S.
Photos by Sheri

Above: Craig Gordon was the
organizer and MC for the Avi
Workshop. Right: Mike J. gives
a presentation. Photos by Sheri

Mean-
while Dep.
Green-
halgh
briefs the
team
leaders.

And each
team
leader in
turn brief s
and
organizes
their
search
team.

There is a possible car in Pineview reservoir and the dive team begin their search for victims.

The MSAR
team
(right)
and K9
(below)
begin
deploy-
ment.
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November —The dive trailer has been winterized.  Thanks for all who were able
to attend. Howard Pluim, Rick Goodliffe, and Ron Kendell, completed this task. Thank
you! Sheri was able to get us a great sleeping bag from the Cabelas sale for the dive
trailer. This has been put in the dive trailer with other w arming gear, such as coats,
sweatshirts, and socks, in case we need to warm somebody up.

On another issue, we are missing items  from the Dive Trailer. It would be nice to
have them back in case we ever need them. I n the future “NO” items that belong to
the WSCAR dive team will be checked out. So please don’t ask.

Hope to see everybody at the Dive Trainings. If anybody has any questions, please
contact me. Thank You, Rick G.

Airboat —The AB Team had a training on Nov. 5 th  at Pintail Flats. This was planned
to happen after dark and to be a mock cal lout. The page went out at appr ox. 6:28 pm
to the team members and by 7:25 most of the team had arriv ed and was ready to
“find” the plane that had gone down. The location w as given to each of the team b y
way of the Rinos. This area is completely different at night. Obstacles that ar e easily
avoided in the daylight hours can sneak up quickly. Sand bars would suddenly appear
in the driving l ights and have to be powered across. One driver and 4 navigators made
for a great ride out—way to stay focused John!

We arrived at the “cr ash site” about 8 minutes after launching, surv eyed the area,
discussed some ways of improving or adding to the pr ocedures of searches on the
lake, then picked other locations to conduct a grid search. The Rinos were crucial to
keep track of the areas that we were searching. Not many landmarks to use out ther e
for bearings so having a GPS really helped to get us out ther e and back in. The dash-
mount Raymarine GPS has been repaired and will be re-installed on the boat which wi ll
greatly improve the visibility for night searches.

Each team member had the opportunity to “run the grid” or “run the gr ass” to and
from the crash site. IC was manned by Dep. Greenhalgh who did his best to keep track
of us. Overall the tr aining was great! It ga ve the team a new perspective of the area
during the night and each handled the boat wel l and brought us in safely. Officer
Greenhalgh then took the boat down the channel and back. Training ended at 9:30
pm. Report by Dave C.
The Airboat team training for December will be TBA.

The dummy victim is located
and recovered. Photos by Sheri

The airboat is a quick way to search the shore.
Photo by Shaun P.

The view
from
underwater.

Photo by
Shaun P.

Below: The top of the
wreck is spotted in
the water. Photo by
Shaun P.

The dive team beginning their search. Photo
by Shaun P.

Todd N. takes a GPS reading
of the wr eak site while Don
O. looks on.

The victim
is trans-
ferred to
the airboat
for
transport.

Photos by
Sheri

Meanwhile,
other
patients are
found and
brought
back to IC.

Dave C. and Scott C. set out in the airboat wi th
a fresh crew and another search run.

And we
have live
ones too.
Thanks to
Megan and
Briana S.
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K9 N EWS:
Wilderness K9— The K9 team actually had some action this past month on two di fferent
scenarios. As we interacted with other WCSSAR members, it occurred to me that many of you
have not had the experience of seeing the dogs work, nor do y ou understand what it is we are
looking for as they perform their tasks. For this reason, in the future, we will make a concerted
effort to verbalize what it is we are doing and try to explain, the best we can, wh y the dogs are
reacting the way they are. I think i t is important that the WCSSAR Team members have the
same confidence in our K9 members as we do in the rest of the team.

I’ ll give you an example; during the search for the missing women in Hooper,
Kurt ’s dog, Kaiser, showed interest in an area. It w as dark and hard to see, but Kurt
called and asked that I bring Jackie o ver to check it out. Wi thout get ting a location,
just a general area that could not be pinpointed due to darkness. We proceeded in
Kurt ’s direction as he moved out to al low us to work wi thout knowing the exact loca-
tion. Jackie caught the scent and worked to a cement block and alerted. Kurt verified
that we wer e in the same spot where Kaiser showed interest.

The next day, with Detectives from the Sheriff’s office, we went down wi th a Skid Steer
and turned the block over. Before the block was turned over, Jackie did not have as
much interest but did show inter est once the block was flipped exposing a pipe that
ran through it. I’m sur e the question arose as to why the dogs would alert on this block
with no visible evidence. The answer is, we don’t know. The dogs have been trained to
alert on human remains. We have no idea what that pipe w as hooked to or what w as
in it but i t is our bel ief that ther e was something that trigger ed the alert. The dogs
don’t just alert on an ything, i f that w as the case, the dogs would be alerting on every-
thing they came across. The one thing we do know is that what we wer e looking for
was not there, a specificity we can not teach the dogs when i t comes to cadaver work.

I hope this helps and maybe peaks your interest. If y ou have any questions about the
dogs and their capabilities, grab one of K9 Team members, we’ll be happy to talk to
you. Report by Bryan B.

Avalanche K9 News —WCSSAR is forming an avalanche K9 team. Interested team
members should be currently registered senior ski patrollers with a current Level II
avalanche certification and previous WCSSAR dog experience. Suitable backcountry
ski gear, excellent tr avel skills and fitness level are also required.

We had a great turnout and an educational experience for both old and new team
members. Photo by Sheri

The MSAR team successfully
rescues Lane P. who was “lost”
on the tr ail. Photo by Sheri The debrief at the end of the

exercise. Photo by Shaun P.

Below: Judy W., Gretchen A. and Allen M. pause to
let another team member run back and lock his
truck. Red, Litt le and Rocky don’t seem to care.

The team stops to discuss the area and
possible pitfalls for hunters or cl imbers.

Dave H. and Judy W, prep for the ride. As usual, Judy
is ready before anyone else. Photos by John S.

Dave C.,
Dep. Tyler
Green-
halgh and
Kevin T.
discuss
the plan.
Photos by
John S.

Checking
the GPS
before
heading
out.

In the
middle of
Great Salt
Lake at
night,
navigation
was tricky.

Scott C.,
Dave C.
Dave H.
and Kevin
T. after a
successful
search
pattern.
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Prospective members and other interested personnel are invited to a tr aining on Dec.
19 (location TBD). Dog, handler and team socialization and basic obedience skills will
be assessed. Team guidelines and training and testing standards will be discussed.

For further inf ormation contact Team Leader, Mike Jenkins (mike.jenkins (at) usu.edu).

LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
Track logs— Before heading out for a search, individuall GPS devices need to be
cleared of all tracks. They also need to be set to update “most often” to ensur e that i t
is recording the most accurate track log. This will be discussed at the January 5th

general meeting and members will be able to practice.

Sign up for your Twitter account today! Please keep your SARteams informa-
tion up to date so that other team members can contact y ou.

If y ou have any questions about your membership, please contact Sheri rather than
Meg—since Meg is taking some well deserved time off.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
MSAR ride report,  Saturday, November 21, 2009—The Mounted SAR team rode up
Wheatgrass Canyon to clear tr ail and practice with the horses in winter condi tions. We
cut several logs out of the w ay that had f allen across the trail and moved them to
block other tr ails that were forming around them. We crossed the frozen creek twelve
times, in at least one spot the ice w as thick enough to support most of the horses and
riders (one at a time) wi thout br eaking through. While the horses were generally
unhappy about the crossings, they all did just fine wi th some encouragement. Should
a climber get hurt or a hunter need assistance in the ar ea, it wi ll be a lot easier to gain
access to them now that we ha ve cleared the trail.

The two of the thr ee newest members of the MSAR team, Judy W. and Gretchen A.,
were on this tr aining ride. Also in attendance: Allen M., Todd (and Bryan) N., John S.,
Dave H., and Mike S..

The one area that needs a bit of impr ovement for the team is clothing. Several people
arrived wearing cotton as at least part of their gear ei ther such as a sweatshirt, jeans
or more. We should dress for training like we would dress for an actual call out. I n
poor weather that means no cot ton. Report by John S.

Cutting i t
was only
half the job ,
now we
have to
clear it.
Photo by
Gretchen A.
with Mike’s
camera.

Mike S. and Dave H. making headway. It
turns out that Da ve H. is a regular Paul
Bunyan.

Mike S. trades out to assist with the
saw. Photos by Gretchen A. with
Mike’s camera.

Bryan N. and Dave H. take the
first turn at clearing the tr ail.
Photo by Mike S.

John S. &
Todd N.
remove a
branch
blocking
the trail.
Photo by
Judy
W.with
Todd’s
camera.

Taking a
well earned
break.
Photo by
Judy W.
withTodd’s
camera.

Discussing
the next
move.
Photo by
Todd N.

Preparing a safety rope so that the
log can’t fall on us. Photo by Todd N.

Below: Paul Bunyan (Dave H.)
checking out the tools. Photo
by Judy W. with Todd’s camera

This photo belongs in the Hooper search section, however,
the display of burs is impressive. Photo by Sandy Ladd, CSI.
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MEDICAL  NEWS:
Kevin T. has a source for purchasing medical supplies  at cost. Let Sgt. Brandon Toll
know if you need anything and he wi ll put in a pur chase order.

Warning from WCSO! As a reminder of the scene safety and assessment lecture presented
by Cor. Mark Horton at our November meeting, we now have experienced a chemical suicide
within our jurisdiction. The deceased comitted suicide by mixing chemicals in their car which
was parked in a garage. The deceased left a note stating what had been done and that to xic
fumes would be in the garage. HAZMAT and chemical clean up crews were dispatched to the
scene. CSI became involved after the entir e car was transported to an open field. The HAZMAT
crews, in full SCBA’s removed the body f rom the car, removed the clothing f or proper disposal,
and washed off the body. Photos were taken of this process with f ull respiratory gear on. The
body was then taken to the ME’s office.

The chemicals involved— Hydrogen Sulfide: colorless and has a foul rotten egg odor. It
also rapidly paralyzes the sense of smell. An irri tant and a chemical asphyxiant with ef fects on
both oxygen utilization and the central nervous system. Its health ef fects can vary depending
on the level and duration of exposure. At low concentrations it can irri tate the eyes, nose,
throat and respiratory system causing burning, tearing of ey es, cough, and shortness of
breath. Moderate concentrations can cause more severe eye and respiratory irri tation, head-
ache, dizziness, nausea, vomiting, staggering and excitability. At high concentrations is can
cause shock, convulsions, inability to breathe, unconsciousness, coma, and death. This chemical
is heavier than air and may travel along the ground.

Hydrogen Cyanide: a colorless gas with a bi tter almond odor. A potent and r apidly acting
chemical asphyxiant. It pr events tissue utilization of oxygen and immediately effect the brain
and heart. Optic nerve and retinal damage can occur as well has central nervous system
lesions. It is also known to cause cherry-red blood and hemorrhages on the heart. Death can
occur within seconds or minutes of the inhalation at high concentr ations. This chemical is
absorbed in the skin with l itt le or no irri tation to the skin i tself. Low exposures can cause
enlarged thyroid glands.

All in all we are being told that this t ype of suicide is on the rise. Had the deceased not left the
note stating chemicals were used...first r esponders would be exposed. This is the first in this
area and we will be seeing new procedures from this case. In short, we tr eated this scene very
much like a working meth lab .

November 23, 2009 Followup —The Internet is a wonderf ul thing. You can find anything
on there; including how to mix a deadly cocktai l that wi ll painlessly gas you to death along
with the first r esponders who arrive to try and save you. On that note I ha ve included a pass-
a-long that Sandra Ladd of CSI prepared regarding just such a case within our jurisdiction. W e
had received intel a few months ago regarding this new phenomenon that has appeared
several times in other states. Now that we know that this is appar ently a risk here in our area,
I am giving some dir ection to our first r esponders until we can more carefully look at this issue
and come up with a more permanent procedure.

Procedure—When responding to a reported suicide:

1. DO NOT RUSH IN! From a safe distance survey the area and the victim to determine possible
threats to public and officer safety (Guns, booby traps, suspicious chemical containers, etc.).
Report any concerns to dispatch and responding medical and law enforcement units just as you
would on a robbery, etc. Prepare to stage medical if the scene is not secure and safe for them.

2. Approach carefully and try to determine i f the subject is sti ll alive and the method of apparent
suicide. Try to approach from cover and, now in l ight of the new thr eat, from up wind so that i f
there is any risk of hazardous fumes, the wind wi ll carry the f umes away from responding units.

3. If y ou cannot determine what method the subject used to tak e their l ife, and if they are in an
enclosed space that has no ventilation (i.e. Vehicle, camper, shed, bedroom, garage or other
enclosed space), report immediately to a supervisor and consider having a hazmat team respond.

4. Please make sure that inf ormation regarding our response to these suicide events are
carefully and completely detailed as part of the incident r eport—including who responded.
This information can be critical in the aftermath i f i t is determined that ther e was a threat to
health and safety present or if responders show signs of illness. Such information may prove
essential in treating responders or in any civil actions resulting f rom this t ype of incident.

Please share this with your precinct members. We know that their job includes risk but i t is not
the policy of this of fice to take unnecessary risks, particularly we do not want to risk the l ives
of deputies or other first r esponders when the likelihood is that our ef forts will not benefi t
public safety. I n making hasty but r ational decisions regarding such events consider this: Our
first priori ty is public safety, then of ficer safety and then suspect safety. I include among
suspects those subjects who attempt to tak e their own l ives and thus create the hazardous
event that risks the l ives of others. Klint Anderson

A couple
of months
ago,
WCCSAR
assisted
Morgan
Co. with a
problem in
their
backcoun-
try.

The WCSSAR/Powder Mtn.
joint  OEC refresher on
Nov. 14th was a well run
and shorter than usual
event held at McKay Dee
Educational Center. OEC
photos by Branden L.

It w as a
nice
sunny
day and
overall
our team
did a
great job!

The
state
helicop-
ter also
helped
out with
hauling
the
“loads”.

Morgan
Co. really
did have a
problem.

Big smiles
too, while
they
worked.
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OHV/M OTORCYCLE NEWS:
Slip sliding away...

W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
We finally have snow in the mountains, not much though. W e went up to the Monte
Cristo Guard House  on Saturday, November 21st to check out the f acilities, and there
was less than a foot of snow. The Guard House is missing the heater, hopefully we can
get the new one instal led. It would be gr eat place to stay on an all night r escue.

We have winter related training  at the Tuesday meeting on the 1 st of December, so make
sure you attend. Hopefully we will pass out the Monte Parking passes then. You will have to
have a current pack test to r eceive the pass. Make sure you look at the SAR training calendar
and get the dates on your personal calendar for all the up coming tr aining.

The snow-cats  have been moved to the awning connected to the Jones Building. The
chrome dome and flatbed have been sealed. Flatbed was missing the VHF antenna, and
has been replaced. The registration is in each snow cat, they are ready to go.

During the training on Saturday, December 5th, we will be going over the snow cats so we can
become familiar with them. We can also meet at our shop and do individual maintenance on our
own machines. It is nice and warm inside. Let me know if you want to use it. Thanks, Gary Stoker.

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
Jeff Stark is always in the midst of another CERT class. Please call him i f you can spend
some time helping him teach.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT  AMELIA  YOUNG, BY KATHY BENNETT

Amelia Young and Xena are one of the dog teams on the
WCSSAR . Amelia currently resides in Pleasant View with
her grandmother. Amelia will be taking her wri tten exam
next week for EMT. Her long term goals include para-
medic and possibly PA. Amelia has 3 brothers and says,
“that ’s why I am a tom bo y”. Amelia was raised in Pleas-
ant View and attended Weber High School.

Amelia has done extensive traveling. She has been in
China and Russia to teach English, a tour guide in
Scandinavia, been to 48 states performing with a profes-
sional drum team, and visited Costa Rica and Europe.

Xena is a 2 year old German Shepherd. She is certified in
Cadaver I and II and also Shor e. Amelia hopes to finish
certifications in Wilderness, Tracking and HRD within one year. Amelia and Xena have
traveled to numerous training seminars and continue to train weekly. Her dedication to
being a good handler and having an exceptional dog is supported by the certi fications that
they have accomplished in a litt le over a year.

Amelia says about being on WCSSAR, “it allows me to use my hobbies and interest to
make a difference.” Amelia and Xena are great representatives of WCSSAR. Their dedica-
tion and support are appreciated by the team.

FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

I’d l ike to thank everyone for their patience. My hand is sti ll healing, but i t was much easier
to complete the newslet ter this time and I hope i t shows. I know that Cor. Horton wi ll be
happy that he can just look at the pictur es this time, he mentioned the str ain of actually
reading the newsletter...as you can see from the phenominal number of photos in this
issue, we are making up for the lack in the November newsletter. A big thank you to
everyone who sent me pictures.

Thanks also to everyone who sent me articles for the newsletter and to Kellie Slater for
taking the minutes of the Ex ecutive Committee. As always, Kathy Bennett is a l ife saver
with her members articles. And finally a big thank you to John Sohl for proof reading and
writing articles and captions for the newsletter.

Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar (at)comcast.net, sheri (at) clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1 (at) comcast.net

Amelia Young & Xena

Rewarding: an important part of tr aining

Xena alerting on Cadaver II test. Photos and
captions proviced by Kathy B.

Amelia rewarding Xena for job wel l done

Amelia
and Xena
working
on open
water
alerts

Amelia
and Xena
at White
Earth
Campground
participating
in Water
Seminar

Xena
working on
water
entries


