
SHERIFF BRAD W. SLATER
bslater@co.weber.ut.us

SGT. CHAD FERRIN
940-7232
cferrin@co.weber.ut.us

SGT. RON KENDELL
430-6297
rkendell@co.weber.ut.us

SGT. BRANDON TOLL
940-7231
btoll@co.weber.ut.us

DEP. MARK HORTON
430-5765
mhorton@co.weber.ut.us

DEP. MATT PITTMAN
725-1301
mpittman@co.weber.ut.us

JEFF MALAN
940-7251

ADMINISTRATION
Cmdr. Don Olsen

510-9198
don@regalfulfillmentsolutions.com

Co-Cmdr . Bryan Bennett
589-6888; bryanpb@ahern.com

CLIMBERS /BACKCOUNTRY SKI
Coord. Rick Schroeder

710-6749; rschroeder@weber.edu
Asst. Coord. Nathan Foster

866-4148; NFoster@lifetime.com
DIVERS/SWIFTWATER/A IRBOATS

Coord. Rick Goodliffe
721-8900; purepower@relia.net

Asst. Coord. S tuart T aylor
791-3821

Asst. Coord. Lane McPheeters (Swf twtr)
388-2907; lmcpheet@admiralbeverage.com

K9
Coord. Sgt. Chad Ferrin

940-7232; cferrin@co.weber.ut.us
LOGISTICS

Coord. Scott W illis
510-7594; kd7eko@yahoo.com

Asst. Coord. Sheri T rbovich
MEDICAL

Coord. S teve Ericson
791-3436; iol@fiber.net

Asst. Coord. Brandon W oods
920-5548; woodseysonfire@aol.com

MOUNTED SAR
Coord. Allen Melle

710-4521; ajpatter2@yahoo.com
TRAINING/RECORDS

Coords. Megan & Mike Fogg
920-6388(Meg) & 499-9491(Mike)
mfogg@backcountry.com (Meg)
mikef@bdel.com (Mike)

WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCATS
Winter Coord. Bryan Bennett

589-6888; bryanpb@ahern.com
Asst. Coord. Scott Combe (SnwCt)

698-0426
OHV/MOTORCYCLES

OHV Coord. L yman S toker
540-3410; ccccc.stoker@comcast.net

Motorcycle Coord. Jeff S tark
866-8139; jeffs@weberhs.org

PSAR/PR
Coord. Jeff S tark
Asst s. Kris Harrop & Branden Loock

814-3130 & 698-2396
CLIMB  WALL /PR

Coord. Kent Jensen
726-4971; kentjensen@comcast.net

WCSSAR web site: http://webersar .org
WebMaster Jared Randall

WEBER CO. SEARCH AND RESCUE IS A MEMBER OF:
MRA, NASAR, U TAH SAR

DISPATCH 629-8221

August 2008

Search
and Rescue
Newsletter

TRAINING  CALENDAR

AUGUST 2008
05 Meeting: NIMS 100, 200 & 700, WCSO, 7 pm ................................................................ Lance P.

Sat. Training: cancelled due to Weber Co. Fair (see below)
16 MSAR ride, Elk Ridge, 9 am .......................................................................................... Allen M.

SEPTEMBER
02 Hep. B shots, ti ter check, WCSO, 6 pm ......................................................................... Robyn S.
02 Meeting: Life Flight tr aining, OEC review, WCSO, 7 pm .................................... Bryan B., Steve E.
06 OEC refresher, Powder Mtn. Main Lodge, 7:30 am ......................................................... Steve E.

19-21 Saturday Training: City of Rocks...................................................................................... Roy W.
27 MSAR ride, Litt le Grand Canyon, 9 am ........................................................................... Allen M.

OCTOBER
07 Fitness Test: WCSO, 6 pm ....................................................................................... Sgt. Chad F.
07 Meeting: Defensive Driving, GPS, WCSO, 7 pm .......................................................... Chris Ward
11 Sat. Training: Mock Search, Orienteering and LifeFlight tr aining ...................... Scott W., Bryan B.

TBA Airboat Training ...................................................................................................... Sgt. Chad F.

NOVEMBER
04 Meeting: Winter Team, WCSO, 7 pm ............................................................................. Bryan B.
08 Sat. Training: Equipment Maintenance and BBQ, 10 am ............................... Don O., Sgt. Chad F.
08 Sat. Training: Climb training at Rescue Rock or Petzl, 6 pm .............................................. Rick S.
08 MSAR: TBA.................................................................................................................. Allen M.
22 CPR class, WCSO, 7 pm ............................................................................................................

TBA OEC refresher, Wolf Mtn., Ogden Regional, 7:30 am .................................................... Nathan F.

DECEMBER
02 Meeting: Avalanche Awareness, WCSO, 7 pm ......................................................... Craig Gordon
06 Sat. Training: Avalanche Awareness, TBA............................................................... Craig Gordon
12 Ski the Moon, Norh Ogden Divide ................................................................................... Mike F.

JANUARY 2009
06 Meeting: WCSO, 7 pm ..............................................................................................................
09 Ski the Moon, Powder Mountain Powder country ............................................................. Mike F.
10 Sat. Training: TBA ....................................................................................................................

FEBRUARY
03 Meeting: WCSO, 7 pm ..............................................................................................................
06 Ski the Moon, Cutler’s..................................................................................................... Mike F.
07 Sat. Training: TBA ....................................................................................................................

Winter Survival Seminar, Environmental Center................................................... Sgt. Brandon T.

MARCH
03 Meeting: WCSO, 7 pm ..............................................................................................................
07 Sat. Training: TBA ....................................................................................................................
06 Ski the Moon, Powder Mountain Baldy ............................................................................. Mike F.

EVENTS CALENDAR

AUGUST 2008
06-09 Weber County Fair climb wall and ATV course, 11 am to 9 pm daily .......................... Sgt. Chad F.
02 Wells Fargo climb wall, West Haven Park, 4–7 pm .................................................... Sgt. Chad F.
16 XTERRA Race support, Pineview, Cemetery Point, 8 am ..................................... Sgt. Ron Kendell
23 Paddlefest, Pineview Middle Inlet, TBA .................................................................... Sgt. Chad F.
29 Weber Fire District employee BBQ, Mtn. View Park, 1500 N. 1700 W. Farr West, 6 pm .... Sgt. Chad F.

JANUARY 2009
09-11 MRA business meeting in SLC ........................................................................................ John S.

Weber County Sherif fWeber County Sherif f

WCSSAR meetings are held in the main WCSO building.
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JUNE-JULY 2008 C ALLOUTS

June 28 th , Dusk, 1100 N Mountain Road (Rescue Cave)
The man and his girl f riend went hiking along the B onnieville Shoreline Trail when the male
decided to climb up to the ca ves. She refused but he went anyway. It looks easy to cl imb up but
actually becomes fairly difficult and is very frightening to cl imb down. Enough people get caught
here that we have placed several bolt anchors specifically for rescue calls. There are two caves,
he got caught in the right (south) ca ve. She was unable to assist him and called dispatch.

Two teams were made, one went to the top and one sta yed below the caves to provide support.
The teams carried a single 300 foot static l ine and doubled it to pr ovide a belay and main line.
This allowed them to belay Ken Schulte as he lowered to the patient but i t was not long enough
to then r each the ground. (Typically we should plan to bring two 300 f oot lines so that we can
do this in a single lowering.) Ken pulled the rope and set up a rappel using the bolt anchors in
the cave. Ken then short l ined the patient to himsel f and rappelled to the team below using
Bruce Engleby’s figure 8.

We have not had very many calls to these caves in recent years. We are planning a training
mission there in November so that we can all re-familiarize ourselves with the locations of the
two sets of anchors and possibly set a few more. The last time we set anchors up ther e we didn’t
set as many as we wanted to because the rock was so hard it was burning up all the dri ll bits and
running down the dri lls. There is some nearby natural pro but i t would be much f aster if we
added a couple more bolt anchors at each of the two r escue stations. Some of the pro we set are
pitons and those should be checked for safety now that we’v e had a few winters. Also, now that
we are working wi th two t ypes of ropes we need to remember that the big r opes don’t fi t our
rock climbing personal gear belay/rappel plates and the 540 doesn’t fi t the small ropes.

We had a good turnout but wer e thin on technical climbers. Report by John Sohl.

Saturday, July 26 th , 6:52 am, Douglas St. (350 S), one draw south of Jump Off Can-
yon.  Mission complete at 9:57 am.

Our patient and his partner hik ed out at 5 pm on Friday night wi th the goal of r eaching Lewis
Peak then heading south and finding a way down the mountain side to head back to Ogden.
With less than four hours of daylight they had no chance of completing this trip bef ore dark.
They had a small amount of w ater and a couple of granola bars each. They each had a handheld
flashlight and a cell phone but apparently no other equipment.

Just as the sun was setting they wer e coming down from Lewis Peak and heading south looking
for a way to get down. The patient w anted to head further south and the partner w anted to
down climb Jump Off Canyon or the next canyon. After some discussion they decided to work

Team members gather above Douglas Street in preparation for hiking up the hi llside near Jump Off Canyon
to rescue a stranded hiker on July 26th. Photos by John Sohl

More team members arrive to assist Mike, Meg and Lane who were first on the scene.

Mike reaches the patient and clips him into the safety
line...

           ...being belayed by Meg below.

Mike Fogg and the stranded patient.

Looking up the draw with very good eyesight or bin-
oculars, you can see...



their way down the 2 nd canyon, in the dark. (Lane McPheeters was able to watch much of their
progress into the night f rom his house.) Finally they got stuck above a cliff band at approxi-
mately 12:30 AM on Saturday. They called 911 and Sgt. Ferrin responded and talked to them
via cell phone and it was decided that they would wait unti l morning and we’d come up and
assist them down.

At daybreak the partner climbed down anyway and the patient (wisely) decided that w as not a
safe decision. The partner hiked down and went home leaving his buddy behind. Our hasty
team (Mike and Meg Fogg and Lane) headed up at 6:55 AM and met the f ellow on the tr ail
about half way there. The rest of the SAR team headed up about 30 minutes later.

Mike climbed up to the patient and made sur e he was secure. Mike then set an anchor and rope
to lower him down. Meg belayed the line and lowered him as far as the 200 foot rope would
allow. We tied a knot in the l ine to extend the r ope with a 150 foot line and Fred DuVall used
that to lower the patient to the bot tom of the cl iffs. Mike was lowered off short ly after that
leaving a sling and old biner behind.

The patient was embarrassed to be rescued but we assured him it was the right decision. A slip
would almost certainly have been fatal. It is unl ikely that a f alling person would have stopped
in less than 200 feet after tumbl ing down the cl iff and scree slope below.

We had an excellent turn out b y the climb teams. Had there been a problem we would have
been ready. I n the debrief i t was noted that we didn’ t do as well as we could have since there
was no one appointed as the site commander. Also, we all agreed that we would pr efer to be
called in the middle of the night so that we can ei ther respond right then or pr epare for a
sunrise response while it is sti ll cool and before the patients start to mo ve. Still, we lucked out
on this call out since 90% of the mission w as in the shade of the mountains. Report by Sohl.

COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE

Training

The new Weber County Sheriff Search and Rescue Directives outline the minimum tr aining
requirements for all SAR team members. Over the next several months a number of these
trainings are scheduled including NIMS, OEC refreshers, and an Avalanche course. Please
review the training calendar and plan accordingly to ensure you receive these required trainings.

Team Awards

On June 20th we held a Team BBQ and Awards dinner at Mountain View Park in Farr West.
Sheriff Brad Slater and Undersheriff Kevin McCleod attended the event and provided some very
kind words of encouragement and praise for the outstanding work the T eam is doing for the
citizens and visitors of Weber County. The event
complemented the perfect summer evening with kids
exercising our climb wall, terri fic food, and an oppor-
tunity to meet and get to know the f amilies of our SAR
team members. A highlight to the ev ening’s activities
were the many awards extended to members of the
SAR Team, two in particular I wish to elabor ate on.
First, Lt. Jeff Malan  was honored for the more than
18 years of service he has rendered to the Weber
County Sheriff Search and Rescue Team. In that 18
years Jeff presided over a significant tr ansformation
of Weber County SAR from individual units to a cohe-
sive, well trained, and effective team. During Jeff’s
tenure as Commander, the teams significantly upgraded
capability and added the equipment resources to ef-
fectively respond to incidents. Another significant ac-
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Sgt. Ferrin debriefs the patient and
the team calls it a wrap. Good work
folks! (Photos by Denny Valberg)

...wi th Lane in the lead. (Photo by Denny Valberg)

Finally everyone marches back to the parking lot...
(Photo by Kurt Hadfield)

With the aid of a bela y by Meg and Fred, the patient is able to descend the cl iff face safely and reaches the support group below.
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complishment Jeff led was the SAR teams move into compliance with CALEA standards. As a
lifelong resident, Jeff has an unmatched understanding of Weber County and it’s recreational
areas. Jeff is respected and admired by the team members and has always been looked to for
good advice and direction. We greatly appreciate his service and our opportunity to work along
side him.

Second, Scott Willis  was awarded the inaugural Jack Miller award for outstanding contribu-
tions to Search and Rescue. This award is as unique as it is special and carries with i t the honor
and accomplishment of i ts name sake. Jack Miller joined the Weber County Sheriff’s department
in 1968. His entire career was spent in active patrol and service to the citizens and visitors of
Weber County. Jack had opportunities to advance beyond the rank of Sergeant which we achieved
in the early Seventies. Those opportunities were repeatedly avoided as accepting promotion
would have taken Jack out of the field and away from what he loved most, working wi th and
serving the community. Jack spent his free time in recreation in the county and as a resident of
the upper valley possessed an unmatched knowledge of the back country and had skill in Atv’s,
Horses, Jeeps / off-road, and foot patrol. Because of this knowledge and experience, Jack was
regularly sought out to help determine wher e a missing person might be lost or where they
would come out given where they were last seen.

The Jack Miller Award is not a volunteer of the y ear award, it is so much more than that. The
Jack Miller Award is a reflection of the accomplishments and service of a career contributor. A
recognition of the man y years of service and dedication, the wide array of expertise and knowl-
edge of all aspects of SAR, and a willingness to impart these skills and traits back to the team
and community. Scott Willis is a perfect first r ecipient of this award and truly r eflects the values
and intent of this honor. Congratulations Scott!

MEMBERSHIP  I SSUES AND UPDATES BY KATHY BENNETT

We would like to welcome new team member Russel Coley . Please take the time to intr oduce
yourself and say hi to Russ at our next meeting.

In Memoriam—A Message from Ryan Werenskjold   7/5/2008

It has been awhile since I have been in contact with you all and I wish i t was on better terms.
I am curr ently still in San Antonio teaching in the Combat Medic Course and I am enjoying it.
But I w as looking through some pictures and I was reminded of some ties that my very good
friend James Taylor  had with Weber County Search and Rescue. I am sure you have seen the
news about the helicopter crash in Arizona. James was the only survivor and his family took him
off of l ife support yesterday. He leaves behind 3 boys and a wife but he died doing what he
loved. It has been hard for me as he was a very good friend and the bond in the mi litary is
strong. If y ou recall our Search and Rescue exercise that we did in 2004 wi th my unit, James

In Memoriam, James Taylor (center) tr ains with WCSSAR members in 2004. “So that others may live.”

WCSSAR members conduct a late rescue on June 28th at Rescue Cave above 1100 N. Mountain Road.
The patient was short lined to the r escuer and rappelled to safety. Photos by Jed McDermott.

Belaying takes patience.

Steve
Sessions,
our newest
team
member,
chats with
Scott.

Riley
Shock, one
of our
newer
members.

The climb team gathers for a scree evac training on
July 12th. Photos by John Sohl.

Prepping
the ropes.
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was there I have attached 2 pictures. He was a medic then and he went on to get his RN in the
ER and for his second job he was a flight nurse. I know the bond of emer gency workers is strong
and I just thought I might jog y our memories and ask you to remember a brave Father, Soldier
and Friend. Thanks for all you do. Ryan

We join you Ryan, in mourning the lost of a fine American soldier and f ellow first r esponder. I
hope you will pass along our condolences to his family. Sheri

On July 7th, 2008 at 7:30 am, Cheryl Stoker, wife of Lyman Stoker,  was riding her bike to
work and was hit by a Dodge truck in the intersection of 2600 North and 1050 East in North
Ogden. Cheryl entered the intersection tr aveling down 2600 North and was struck by a truck
making a left hand turn. I had the opportuni ty to speak with Lyman and get an update on her
condition and details of her injuries.

Cheryl remained conscious throughout the entir e ordeal. She actually remembers thinking, “that
guy is going to hi t me.” A bystander said that he heard the impact when her head hi t the hood
of the truck. When she landed on the pa vement is was like a sack of potatoes being thrown
down. Lyman was called by a woman that wi tnessed the accident. He beat the emergency crews
there and after they arriv ed he was actually assisting them in taking care of her.

Her injuries were very serious and numerous. Injuries included a compound fracture of her right arm,
broken nose, broken 5th metacarpal on her left hand, two crushed v ertebrae (L4, L1), her hip socket was
broke and she had a compound fracture of the left leg below the knee.

Cheryl was transported to McKay Dee Hospital. Cheryl was in surgery for 5 hours Monday
afternoon and was in traction for the next week. She was moved on July 21st to Mount Ogden
Health and Rehab. She has to remain off her left side f or thr ee months. The medical team
thinks that during her r ecovery time that the two v ertebrae will fuse themselves. Her other
injuries were attended to during the sur gery.

The prognosis is excellent. Cheryl will not be able to run or jog but the doctor ’s think that she wi ll
return to her other activi ties after r ehab. Cheryl was wearing a helmet and they believe that i t
helped save her life.

Lyman and Cheryl, your friends at WCSSAR send their love and prayers for a successful recovery.

New Team Coat —WCSO is purchasing the new winter coats from Backcountry.com. Nothing really to
report this month on the jack ets, they are in production and we should know within the next month
when they wi ll be available. The Pullover jacket will be available first for purchase by members,
hopefully we can have them at the September meeting. I’ ll keep you posted on that. The Sheriff’s
office will be purchasing 75 of the outer shell jackets which are being made right now. All active
members will be issued a jacket for use while participating as an active member. Report by Meg Fogg.

We tried to get ev eryone involved in a
least two aspects of the scree evac as we
rotated thr ough positions on the lowering.
We did at least four rope lengths for a
total of about 600 f eet of scree field. The
boulders here are a bit too lar ge to just
lean back and be lowered with the l itter.
We did a lot of handing of f instead.

Branden graciously volunteers to play patient f or the group to carry down the scr ee slope. Someone later laments that they miss the da ys when we used to transport
litt le Ian down the slope instead. We put packs in the l itter for the first pi tch then made i t more realistic. Branden noted that he has invested “heavily” in steaks.

Left: The team discusses the next move. Right: Scott prepares an injection for Branden. Just kidding, Scott is
adjusting a biner.

Loading
the
patient.

A hand
off.

Starting
the next
pitch.

Meg, Taylor and Mary happy to r otate out.
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PREVIOUS  TRAINING  REPORTS
Climb training  report by John Sohl in Climb News section below.
MSAR ride  by Allen Melle see MSAR News section on page 9.

OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING

Tuesday, August 5 th , 2008, NIMS Training

The Weber County Sheriff’s Office is providing NIMS (National Incident Management System)
training and certification to al l WCSSAR members. This is a requirement of FEMA for our
agency to be eligible for federal funding. Lance Peterson, the Director of Weber County Emer-
gency Management and Homeland Security, will do a 90 minute class on ICS-100, ICS-200 and
IS-700. The alternative is to spend a lot of time going thr ough the FEMA web based course and
taking their tests. Trust me—the 90 minute version is the way to do this.

Here are the courses you need: ICS-100 is an introduction to the incident command system. IS-
700 is an introduction to NIMS. ICS-200 is “Basic ICS.” Report by John Sohl.

The first Saturday training  event is canceled in August, please plan to attend and volunteer at
the SAR booth and climb wall at the Weber County Fair.

CLIMBING  WALL AND FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES :
Wells Fargo Climb Wall  on August 2nd (help will be needed 4–7 pm.

Weber County Fair  on August 6th–9th (help will be needed 11 am–9 pm daily).

The Weber Fire District  has requested the climb wall for their annual employee BBQ on
August 29th at 6 pm. This wi ll be held at the Mountain View Park 1500 N. 1700 W. in Farr West.
This event usually lasts about 2 hours and they f eed us really well.

CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
Climb Team Training

On July 12
th
 the climb teams did a scree evac training above 1100 North. We had an excellent

turn out of o ver 20 climb team members. The training went fairly well. We used mostly human
anchors which is very efficient. We used the ultra light weight l itter and decided that we need to
do two things wi th that l itter before it is very useful. 1. We need to add more padding so that the
“mortar mount holes” ar e covered. 2. We need to add significant closed cell foam padding to the
current “f oot end” of the l itter so that we can r everse the direction of the l itter, making that the
head end. The main problem with that l itter is that the curr ent “head end” is such that the l itter
scoops rocks and snow when you try to sl ide it “f oot first ” because the head half overlaps the

Shooting the breeze and getting ready to hit the tr ail at the Monte parking lot prior to lea ving. Photos by Nathan Foster

Sgt. Chad Ferrin and wife enjoying lunch.

Everyone taking a well earned lunch break.

A great time was had by all!

Branden watches the climbers on the wall at the
military benefit event at Snowcrest Junior High
School on July 19th.

Caleb, John and Jim keep the chairs from floating away as they wait to put on mor e harnesses.
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foot half rather than the other w ay around. On the scree evac training the l itter overlap kept
hanging up on the boulders making i t very difficult to mo ve our “patient ” down the mountain
side. It is a wonderf ul litter, it just needs to be r eversed. We should also get a second Aztec
system for it so that we can use i t as an option f or rescuing smaller patients f rom vertical terrain.
Report by John Sohl.

MRA reaccreditation

Our team’s national accreditation tests thr ough the Mountain Rescue Association will be occur-
ring in 2010. We will be tested on rescue organization, snow and rock rescue. There will be tests
for the entir e team and tests for individuals. We must get at least 80% corr ect to maintain our
accreditation.  That giv es us about a year and a half to r eally polish our skills once again. These
reaccreditation tests happen every five years and are very important f or the Sheriff’s Department’s
overall accreditation and for insurance rates and the like. The accreditation standards for the
Intermountain Region of MRA have not yet made it to our new web si te but can sti ll be found at:
http://webersar .org/MRA_IM_Team_Accreditation-2005.pdf or just go to http://webersar .org/
resources.asp and click on the accreditation document l ink. John Sohl

DIVE /S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
XTERRA Mountain Championship Race Pineview
8/16/2008, 8 am–11 am—We need four divers (two on each boat) and as much surf ace support
as we can get to help keep the swimmers safe. The race begins at Pineview at 9 am with a 1500-
meter swim (750 f or Sport) so we need to arriv e and be in place by 8 am. Divers and surface
support should meet at Cemetery Point and be ready to ferried to Windsurfer Beach by 8 am.
Ogden Paddlefest Pineview

8/23/08 – Div ers and surface support are needed for this event. Sgt. Ferrin should receive more
information by the next meeting.

The new Airboat has arrived and the WCSO officers have taken it out f or a spin. We are, ahem,
waiting for pictures from Sgt. Ferrin...

It w as brought up at the Executive Committee meeting that we should do some f amiliarization
training in the west end of the count y during the airboat tr aining. Scott Combe mentioned that
Utah State Parks would like to be involved in our airboat and area training.

On Wednesday June 25th 2008 Weber County Sheriff Underwater Recovery Team members Art
Pluim, Rick Goodliffe, Kevin Tams, and Don Olsen attended the 2nd Quarterly training of the
Utah Forensic Divers Association  of which we are now members. The training was held at
Utah Lake on the North West shore at Sarasota Springs. The training was designed to teach and
instill a mindset of evidence recovery and preservation and the scenario was presented to facili-
tate the appl ication of a forensic approach. We treated the scenario as a callout and received a
briefing f rom the detectives working a missing person incident in conjunction wi th a report of a
domestic disturbance and shots fired.

The team was allowed to walk the scene and help identify and flag potential pieces of evidence.
Among the items found were two different shell casings (one .40 and the other .45). Upon
entering the water the teams began to search for possible weapons and a body. The team of
Goodliffe, Pluim, and Olsen found the missing persons body and a handgun under the body. I n
subsequent additional searching the team found a Purple Crown Royal bag containing jewelry,
drug paraphernalia, and keys. The other team led by Kevin Tams (who with a broken arm and
cast) found the other handgun and the piece of pipe al legedly used in the fight.

The Utah Forensic Diver Association is a new group working hard to bring a standar dized ap-
proach to evidence recovery and also to develop procedures and best practices to the handling
and preservation of evidence to aid in pr osecution. Our team believes the Weber County Sheriff
Underwater Recovery Team and Utah Forensic Diver Association have much to of fer each other.
We look forward to the next tr aining and growth of the Association.

July’s trail maintenance ride—we forgot to bring a
saw so we used bullets.

Just kidding, our pack horse "Litt le" carried the saw.

June Riders for the Lewis Peak MSAR ride: the Kimbals, Allen Melle, Arnold Urias. Photos by Arnold Urias.

What a view!

Snowfields in June!
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K9 N EWS:
The K9 Team has had a very active month. Kurt and Kaiser, Amelia and Xena, Kathy
and Ginger along with Bryan and Jackie, all participated in week long Trailing semi-
nars  in Idaho and Montana. In addition, Bryan and Jackie tested and passed for the
Water/Shore Certification.

Our affiliation through the Tri-State Group led to a request for our assist ance on a
drowning in the Clearwater River in Lewiston, Idaho . Bryan and Kathy, along with
Jackie and Ginger, traveled to Lewiston for the search. Kathy assisted in IC and Bryan
and Jackie worked the shoreline and islands. While we had no immediate success, it
is believed the victim was located but the river was still too high and dangerous to put
a diver in. (More information on this event in the Search News section on page 9.)

While on this mission, the team received a call for another drowning in Garfield County
in Washington. The team traveled north to the site and began another search. After a
long hot day of searching the body floated down stream from where the Sheriff had us
begin. Report by Bryan Bennett.

LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
As a continuing reminder, if your personal information or certifications  change ,
please send Meg Fogg a message so she can update the database.

MEDICAL  NEWS:
Powder Mountain has changed their refresher to Sat. Sept. 6 th , 7:30 am
Main Lodge.
Powder Mountain’s OEC course  will start 9/8/08. An y interested members need to
apply ASAP to http://www .powdermtskipatrol.org/  For questions please call Brian
Hill at 801-771-0399. Steve Ericson
The 2008 OEC refresher study guide is online at nsp.org and the l ink to i t can be
found here:
http://www .nsp.org/1/nsp/NSP_Education_Programs/
Courses_xx_Curriculum_and_Publications/OEC_Refresher_Program.asp
We have returned to cycle A this year and below are excerpts from the 2008 study
guide to remind us of the standards and refresher requirements:

The OEC refresher program offers OEC technicians the opportunity to update, renew and
demonstrate competency in required OEC skills and knowledge. The OEC technician certifi-
cation is valid for three years and is maintained by completing three consecutive annual re-
freshers. NSP members must complete each of the refreshers to maintain the OEC credential
and remain in good standing.

A member needing to renew active status from an inactive registration or a missed season must
complete the refresher cycle(s) missed during the inactive period. (Speak with an instructor if
you have a current OEC certification and need to take a make-up refresher.)

Allow yourself plenty of time to review the refresher course topics and to study the 4th edition
Outdoor Emergency Care references listed in this study guide for Cycle A.

Read the “You Are the Rescuer” section of this study guide and write down your answers to the
questions that follow each scenario. Make notes for any discussion points called out in ques-
tions. This year we are asking your instructors to write a scenario to generate discussion on an
incident important to your local environment or operation. Be sure to bring these answers,
notes and your instructor’s scenario (if applicable) to the refresher so you can fully participate
in the discussion on the scenarios. The 2008 Refresher Study Guide and the “You Are the
Rescuer” section are also available as Word and PDF documents in the “Outdoor Emergency
Care” section of the NSP website.

Use the skill guides in Appendix B of the OEC 4th edition text to review and practice the skills
you will be asked to demonstrate during this year’s refresher.

Access www.OECzone.com to review the many online resources (tools, videos and activities)
available to you. Thank you for being responsible for your own learning and record keeping!
Remember, you own the card.

Be sure to bring: The 2008 Refresher Study Guide with your “You Are the Rescuer” answers
and discussion notes. Your current OEC and CPR cards. A fully stocked aid pack as well as
any additional items required at the refresher you’ll be attending.

Allen knows the best water holes in the area.

Jed McDermott enjoys the view. Photos by Arnold
Urias.

The trail is cleared, what team work!

Bryan and Jackie working a track. Photos by Kathy
Bennett.



MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Mounted SAR Ride for July 19 th : Mounted SAR ride at North Fork Park, Cutler Basin
trailhead at entrance to county rope course. We rode to Cutler Basin Spring and wa-
tered the horses. We then continued east, southeast along the tr ail that connects to
Ben Lomond trail and then on east to the corr als at the south end of the park. Our
group encountered a large fallen tree about two f eet in diameter that had f allen across
the tr ail. After some concerted team work, we r emoved a portion of the tr ee so that
traffic can stay on the tr ail. We enjoyed our lunch and then r ode back down to the
corrals. Total miles traveled: 9.5 mi les. Attendance roll for ride to Cut ler Basin: Allen
Melle, Arnold Urias, Alan Clapperton, Todd Nebeker, Jed McDermott and Jake Patterson.
Report by Allen Melle
Familiarization ride, Elk Ridge , August 16

th
, 9 am. For more info, contact Allen Melle.

SEARCH NEWS:
Agency Assist —We just got back f rom our trip . We had a great time and participated
in 2 searches while we were gone. Below is an Associated Press release about one of
them. The ticks were terrible and i t was extremely hot, over 100 degrees everyday. We
feel like we have located him but the riv er was still too high and i t was not safe to put
a diver in where we needed him. The jet boat rides wer e different and we learned a lot
about running a K9 IC. Kathy helped with logistics and Jackie and I worked the river
with the other 8 teams. Report by Bryan Bennett.

SEARCH DOGS BROUGHT IN TO FIND DROWNING VICTIM
The Associated Press, Edition Date: 07/19/08

SPALDING, Idaho — A team of traveling cadaver dogs has been enlisted to help locate the
body of a northcentral Idaho fisherman missing since May 16 and presumed drowned.

Gary L. Thompson is believed by authorities to have fallen into the Clearwater River while
trying to lift his boat’s anchor. The 66-year-old Thompson’s boat was found anchored adjacent
to U.S. Highway 12, just north of the Nez Perce National Historical Park at Spalding, a historic
Presbyterian missionary town dating back to 1836.

(The rest of this article may be read online at: ht tp://www .theolympian.com/north-
west/story/512603.html)

OHV NEWS

On July 12 at 2 pm about 20 Search and Rescue Volunteers meet at the Monte Cristo
parking lot f or a familiarization ride . The ride was the second portion of the OHV
certification. The plan was to head in to Cinnamon Creek Canyon but the gate w as
closed so we rode the trails heading south towards La Plata area. This was cause for a
short ride which ended a l itt le early. A good time was had by all and Sgt. Toll wants to
thank everyone that helped. Report by Nathan Foster.

W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
No new news.

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
Jeff Stark will be starting another CERT class on 9/14/08.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT  IS  ON VACATION

FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks to all those team members helping out wi th articles for the newsletter. Thanks espe-
cially to Angie Turner  for taking the minutes at the Ex ecutive Committee.

Thanks also to everyone who sent me articles for the newsletter—Don, Bryan, Nathan, Allen,
Kathy, Ryan and especially John. Additional thanks to Jed, Nathan, Denny, Arnold, Kurt, Kathy,
Bryan and John for all their photos.

Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net, sheri@clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net
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The seminar was great!!! Jackie did very well
and we both learned a lot. Kathy’s dog, Gin-
ger, stole the show however. Kathy has de-
cided to do trailing and cadaver with her so
we signed her up for the seminar at the last
minute. Ginger is only 6 months old but by
the end of the seminar, she was tracking vic-
tims with corners and was imprinted on ca-
daver. So, Kathy, Kurt Hadfield and myself
were all there. We all came away with a ton
of information. Bryan Bennett

Kurt and Kaiser get some instruction on their
trailing

Ginger getting started on tr ailing at 6 months of
age.


