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TRAINING  CALENDAR

NOVEMBER
04 Meeting: Winter Team (pack check, etc.), Mock Search debrief, WCSO, 7 pm ................. Bryan B.
08 Sat. Training: Equipment Maintenance and BBQ, 10 am ............................... Don O., Sgt. Chad F.
08 Sat. Training: Climb training TBA, 9 am ........................................................................... Rick S.
08 MSAR: Upper Wheatgrass and Cabin Hall, 9 am ............................................................. Allen M.
22 OEC refresher, Wolf Mtn., Ogden Regional, 7:30 am .................................................... Nathan F.
22 CPR class, (CPR recertification mandatory every year) WCSO, 6 pm ............................... Steve E.

DECEMBER
02 Meeting: Avalanche Awareness, WCSO, 7 pm ......................................................... Craig Gordon
06 Sat. Training: Avalanche Awareness (depends on snow), TBA................................. Craig Gordon
12 Ski the Moon, North Ogden Divide .................................................................................. Mike F.

TBA Backcountry ski class?......................................................................................... Mike & Meg F.

JANUARY 2009
06 Meeting: Cold weather injuries and patient packaging, WCSO, 7 pm ............................... Steve E.
10 Ski the Moon, Powder Mountain Powder Country–Davenport .............................. Steve E., Mike F.
10 Sat. Training: snow anchors and ice ax self arrest ....................................................... Lane McP.

TBA Backcountry ski class?......................................................................................... Mike & Meg F.

FEBRUARY
03 Meeting: Winter Search Theory, WCSO, 7 pm ................................................................ Bryan B.
06 Ski the Moon, Cutler’s..................................................................................................... Mike F.
07 Sat. Training: Backcountry ski training............................................................ Mike F. & Steve E.

20-22 Winter Survival Seminar, Environmental Center................................................... Sgt. Brandon T.

MARCH
03 Meeting: TBA mandatory WCSO course, WCSO, 7 pm .............................................. Sgt. Chad F.
07 Sat. Training: Winter mock search or familiarization ride ................................................ Bryan B.
06 Ski the Moon, Powder Mountain Baldy ............................................................................. Mike F.

APRIL
07 Meeting: Water Ops and support, WCSO, 7 pm ................................................. Don O. & Mike F.
11 Sat. Training: Dive/Swiftwater .......................................................................... Don O. & Mike F.

EVENTS CALENDAR

NOVEMBER
01 Utah Snow and Avalanche Workshop, Friends of the Avalanche Center........................... Bryan B.

20, 21 Life Flight Hoist tr aining, Litt le Dell reservoir, 8:30-4 pm ................................................ Scott C.

JANUARY 2009
09-11 MRA business meeting in SLC ........................................................................................ John S.

SEPTEMBER/O CTOBER 2008 C ALLOUTS

10/11/2008, North Ogden Divide  – Father and son got lost hunting they wer e cold and wet. The
father was having trouble breathing. Sgt. Toll was able to make contact with them and determined
they were in Box Elder. Box Elder was notified and they were located by them.

10/12/08, Pintail Flats – Lost duck hunter. Subject was lost in the marsh and could not see over
the weeds to make his way out. Deputies turned on their emer gency lights and continued to talk wi th
the subject over the PA. The subject eventually made his way out by following the sounds from the
PA. He was cold and tired but otherwise fine.

Weber County Sherif fWeber County Sherif f

WCSSAR meetings are held in the main WCSO building.
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COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE

Making the Most of Training

Have you ever attended a training activity and felt l ike you could have or should have
accomplished more? As a full team, we maintain a r egular training program which
includes frequent training sessions both in the field and in the classroom. Training
weekends and activities typically follow a classroom session and are a regular part of
our training protocol. Classroom work consists of communication of key ideas for main-
taining and improving our knowledge of search strategies, navigation by map/com-
pass & GPS, first aid and CPR, Radio protocol, NIMS, and many other areas. As an
Executive Committee we work hard to find new and inter esting ways of delivering
instruction and tr aining on important topics that we r e-teach year after year after year.
This repetitive nature of our tr aining is part of the pr oblem however. There may also
be some of us who become complacent or feel that this inf ormation we tr ain on is
routine and that one knows i t inside and out making at tendance or participation seem-
ingly optional.

Such a cavalier mindset to tr aining would be unfortunate. I would ask y ou a few
questions for personal reflection; How far will your skill and ability truly tak e you? Have
you honestly assessed your capabilities or deficiencies for each skill set we need? Have
you recently assessed your gear for usability, reliability, and performance? The an-
swers to these questions might provide new opportunities for you to fully leverage
training and instruction activi ties.

One component to effectively learning or developing a skill is the preparation of the
participant(s). Looking ahead at the upcoming tr ainings and activities allows us to
plan and think about our potential gaps and what we personal ly want to get f rom this
training opportunity. Looking ahead also gives us time to plan to try something new . If
for certain tr ainings you are routinely assigned a certain task, ask for an assignment
that is new to y ou. The best time to learn is in a si tuation that is b y design more
controlled and provides for such learning cycles. Learning a new skill or needing cer-
tain skills in a real callout or incident may not be the best or saf est place to do so. Here
are a few suggestions; 1) Avoid getting in a r outine pattern during y our training. 2)
Develop or make pre-training plans of what you want to accomplish. 3) Challenge
yourself don’t be afraid to try new things during tr aining. 4) Make your training as
realistic as possible. 5) Evaluate each training session and your performance truthfully
- where were the problems and how can you work to corr ect them. 6) Listen to other
members and solicit feedback - they might or might not pr ovide you with that piece of
information that y ou had been trying to come up wi th to corr ect a problem you had
been having.

Finally, the Team leaders are open to new ideas and suggestions to make training
more fun and effective, take the opportuni ty to communicate your ideas or sugges-
tions to the person or persons responsible for delivering a coming training.

MEMBERSHIP  I SSUES AND UPDATES BY KATHY BENNETT

Update on Winter Jackets by Meg Fogg

We are showing a new version of a coat at the meeting. It is a The North F ace jacket
and is specifically designed for ski patrol and search and rescue. The question to be
asked at the meeting is are people willing to pay the di fference of what the Sherriff has
already approved and the price of this coat? We will each need to pay about $100 for
this new coat. We can get it immediately, there are plenty of sizes available and is the
same coat we can order year after year. Please take the time at the next meeting to
inform Meg if you are willing to pay the di fference and what size you would like.

T-Shirts  are ordered and will be $15 for the 50/50 and $20 f or the dry mesh. The
order will be paid up f ront by WCSO then team members can pay for their own as they
pick them up or bet ter yet at the November 4th meeting.

PREVIOUS  TRAINING  REPORTS
Mock Search  report by Bryan Bennett next page.
MSAR ride  by Allen Melle see MSAR News section on page 7.

Backcountry.com party. At Meg Fogg’s request,
WCSSAR members volunteered to help out wi th
the annual party. As a result Backcountry.com do-
nated $2,000 to our team. Above, Jared Randall
spent the first part of the night dodging the snow
thrown by “faries”. Photos by John Sohl

Meg instructs team members on how the employee
gift system works.

Ready to “tag” em-
ployees.

No, no...not Coke!

Caught...

By the end of a v ery long day of hard work, Meg is
beginning to lean a bit...



Monte Deer Camp, 2 nd  Weekend

The K9 team showed up to man the Deer Camp and what a fun and productive
weekend it was. We were joined by Janet Wilts from High Country K9 and Mary
Lehman and Joe Jennings of Great Basin K9. It was also great to have Lyman Stoker
and his wife Cheryl, join us for a night. They had a f eature showing of the movie
Speed Racer for Andrew Davis and his young cousin in their motor home.

We trained dogs from early Friday morning unti l 3:30 Sunday afternoon. Shaun Palm,
Josh Hickam, Amelia Young, Kurt Hadfield and Bryan Bennett all received plenty of
training and advise from Janet Wilts. There will be more results from the weekend in
the K9 section.

The weather was great and there were no incidents over the second weekend. There
was plenty of food and even though Joe Jennings is not a WCSSAR member, his wife
Betsy supplied a spaghetti dish for the entir e camp on Saturday night. Report by
Bryan Bennett.

OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING

Bryan Bennett sent out an emai l to the team wi th the inf ormation for the Utah Snow
and Avalanche Workshop.  The workshop is November 1st, 2008 at The Depot in
Salt Lake from 8:00 am–5:00 pm. Ther e will be an evening fundraiser as well from
5:00 pm–9:00 pm. The cost is $25.00.

Tuesday, November 7 th , 2008, Winter meeting, Mock Search debrief —This month
is our annual Winter Team meeting. We will be talking about our gear and our training
needs. Please bring your packs so you can share your ideas. We will be going over
required gear and it would be great to see what else people are carrying in their
packs. We will be working a lot closer this year with the Backcountry Ski team so Mike
Fogg will be presenting his pack and gear as well.

Also, I would l ike to put together a winter tr aining calendar. We hope to have Craig
Gordon come in December, but that is dependant on snow . I would also l ike to get
your opinions on areas for familiarization rides and a mock search. We really need
your input so we can get y ou what you want. Report by Bryan Bennett.

Mock Search Debrief

A mock search is generally not intended to be a tr aining event where we work on
issues. A mock search is intended to identi fy training issues so we know where we
need to improve and focus our training. The mock search held on October 11th re-
vealed some areas we can improve upon.

1. Team Leaders, and team leaders only, need to r eport to the I ncident Commander
upon arrival. Report an inventory of your resources and you will brief your teams. If
you are not a Team Leader, prepare your gear and wait for instructions f rom your
team leader. If the T eam Leader does not show up then quickly appoint someone else
but we only w ant one representative from each team.

2. If ther e is a delay in getting inf ormation, be productive. Split up into teams, check
your packs and adjust them for the scenario. Don’t wait for an assignment to do the
things you are going to have to do anyway.
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A fitness test was given at the October general meeting. Sgt. Kendell is checking to make sure everyone is walking the
right dir ection? At least everyone is smiling. Photos by shin splint Sohl.

Still
smiling...well
almost
everyone is.
Rick seems to
be grimacing
as he works
the gimp out of
his leg.

After the
meeting,
team
members
try to find
Bryan’s GPS
locations.
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3. We need to have a litter on every call out, whether we f eel the climb trailer is
needed or not. We are investigating options for the Sheriff’s trucks.

4. Be mindful of the team y ou are on. ATV, Mounted SAR and K9 will generally be hasty
teams. Be prepared for this assignment and arrive ready to perform this task.

All of these issues involve getting started. It w as actually impressive to see the differ-
ent teams perform their duties once we got a way from the parking area. The weather
was terrible but could have been typical for a Call Out of this natur e. We will do this
again this winter f or the Winter Teams. Hopefully the weather wi ll be better. Report by
Bryan Bennett.

Mike Fogg, Nathan Foster and Rick Schroeder will also be discussing plans for winter
training of the backcountry skiers as well as what is needed for the climb team to
prepare for the MRA winter recert in 2010. See Climbers News below for details.

Life Flight will be having hoist training the second week of November.

CLIMBING  WALL AND FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES :
The backcountry.com party went well. They were impressed with the level of ser-
vice they were provided and donated $2,000.00 to WCSSAR!

CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
Mountain Rescue Association Team Re-accreditation, 2010

The winter team testing could possibly occur as early as December, 2009. So we need
to start r eviewing and training this winter. For the winter hal f of the test we need to be
able to demonstrate at least: 1. individual snow ski lls, 2. technical rescue on both high
and low angle snow and 3. avalanche skills. We might also be asked to set up a mock
search.

Everyone on the climb team has been given a copy of the accreditation document i f
they have attended the last f ew team meetings. You can also get a copy from the
team web site.

This month I wi ll concentrate on some of the individual ski lls-those which can be
practiced without snow: knots, personal pr eparedness and medical skills.

You must know how (and when) to use the f ollowing knots: high str ength bowline

Scott Willis and
Mike Simmons
were two of the
victims in the mock
search and are
seen here
roughing it whi le
the mounted team
were looking for

them. “We
were sipping
on hot
chocolate
and hangin’
out by the
fire.” Photo
by Scott
Willis

“Twas the Night Before Christmas” Whoops, I mean Oct. 11th! Caption and Mock Search by Bryan Bennett. Above the MSAR team prepares for the search while,
at right, Dep . Matt Pittman discuss strategy from his warm truck. Photos by Nathan Foster

We missed a photo of
Meg Fogg who was
the first patient to be
rescued and since
she was getting cold,
Bryan later sat in as
climb team patient.
Bryan Bennett (the
patient) all packaged
up and waiting for
extrication.  Photo by
Doug Wewer

No, Kimball
didn’t l imp
out to the
rescue.
Photos by
John Sohl

Everyone
trying to
figure out
why they
are
standing
around in
snowy
weather
on a
Saturday
morning.

Double
Bowline

Double Fisherman’s
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(a.k.a., double bowline), double fisherman’s, prusik, figure 8 (both r ethreaded and on
a bight) and w ater knots. Safety tie of fs of the rope end used as needed. (See images
above and at the bot tom of the pr evious page for instructions on how to tie these knot.
If y ou’re using your computer, enlarge the page for easier viewing.)

Personal preparedness has two parts: personal technical and survival gear. Technical
gear is stuff l ike having a helmet and harness, shovel, transceiver, probes, ice ax,
crampons, etc. The survival gear includes a shelter or w ay to make a shelter, clothing,
ability to signal (fir e, flare, mirror, whist le, etc.) and the ten essentials.

The medical “skills” checked are: current certifications for first aid tr aining at your skill
level including CPR, and knowledge of hypothermia and frostbite.

DIVE /S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
The end-of-season equipment maintenance and winterization  team project is
scheduled for Saturday November 8th. We have a full resource complement and will
need as many divers (and any others as would like to) to help us complete the pr ojects.
This maintenance and winterization is also a good opportunity to learn about team
gear and it’s operation.

As the end of 2008 aqua-season  approaches, I look back on an interesting year.
Beginning with an I ce Safety presentation at Mantua res by Sgt. Ron Kendall, Rick
Goodliffe, and Don Olsen, an ice dive at Pineview Res which had record ice this spring
(18-22 inches thick) which made one of the best “I ce-Dives” that many of us had ever
had (and a picture perfect day for training of our r ecent members), a drowning recov-
ery on Father’s day, and a couple of Triathlon events to support.

The water levels remained high all thoughout the boating season. The area rivers were
all at flowing at high cu.ft./min r ates and we were very fortunate to ha ve but a single
recovery, 2008 definitely could have gone a lot different for the dive/swift-water teams.
Our Teams have spent many years preparing for difficult scenarios, we have recently
added new equipment and made training improvements. Permit me a moment to
THANK EVERYONE who has contributed and supported Our Team throughout the
past year and I hope to see continued ef forts within the team to maintain our commi t-
ment to being the “B est in the State” f or underwater recovery mission. Stay tuned for
our winter tr aining agenda which will be completed soon. Report by Kevin Tams

Mike has his morning beverage and is not sharing
with a horse! Photo by Sheri

Sheri knows better—sitting in the truck wi th the com-
puter is much warmer and dryer. Photo by Nathan
Foster

Who is in charge of this weather? Photos by John
Sohl

I’m going to ha ve to tag the ATV team to tel l them
apart—I know the Stok ers are in there somewhere.

Photo
by

Sheri

Are we having fun yet?

...Dad, why are we out here?

Cool hat Todd.

Prusik

Figure 8 Follow Through Figure 8 on a Bight
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K9 N EWS:
The K9 team spent the weekend training while manning the Monte Deer Camp.
Janet Wilts, Mary Lehman and Joe Jennings, all associated with other Tri-State teams,
joined us. We got in a ton of tr aining starting Friday morning and ending late Sunday
afternoon. With help f rom Janet as an evaluator, were able to set up set up several
tests.

Kurt Hadfield and Kaiser passed their Large Area test certifying them for Wilderness
Searches. This test area is a one mile square with thr ee victims. This area is too large
to search in the allotted time and is designed to test the handlers search strategy. It is
always set up so the team is close to a subject at the thr ee hour mark to verify the dog
will still perform a “Recall”. Both Kurt and Kaiser did their jobs making them a deplo yable
team.

Bryan Bennett and Jackie took the Human Remains Detection (HRD) test, at the en-
couragement of Janet, and passed. HRD is drops of blood or tissue and in some cases
very old. Some sources used for the test wer e over two years old with two dr ops of
blood on them. The test is comprised of thr ee different areas with a minimum of ten
sources spread among them. The team must locate 80% of the sour ces within the
allotted time. Once you indicate an area is clear, you cannot return to i t. Jackie located
12 of 14 sources!! This is the highest level of Cadaver Certification possible through
the Tri-State Standards. This level is generally used for crime scenes and old and cold
cases.

Although not WCSSAR members, Mary Lehman and Jetta tested and passed the Ca-
daver I test and Joe Jennings and Gunny passed their Mini Area test, the first portion
of the Wilderness Certification.

Shaun Palm and Josh Hickam worked their dogs on beginning problems and took the
opportunity to walk problems with the other teams. Josh has an eleven week old Blue
Tick Hound that did great on puppy tracks. Amelia Young and Xena received the
additional guidance they needed to progress to the next level in their tr aining. Xena is
11 months old and should be ready to certify in Trailing and Cadaver in the very near
future. Mike Otto’s dog, Maggie, just had surgery on her ACL and is out of commission
for a time, but Mik e came and helped as a subject without her.

Mike Otto and new member Eric Gibson. Photos
by Doug Wewer

Scott and Mike are rescued by the MSAR team. Photo
by John Sohl

The MSAR team is successful in finding their patients...w arm and full of hot chocolate! Photo by Sheri

Mike Otto
and Mike
Fogg
preparing
to extricate
Bryan.

The snow gets worse but the MSAR team prepares
for the search. Photo by John Sohl

It ’s warm
and dry in
here, and
we don’t
want to
come
out...Photo
by Nathan
Foster

The MSAR team, getting ready—hoods, cowboy hats
and a...climbing helmet? Photo by Kathy Bennett
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The K9 Team has committed to manning the Deer Camp next year on the second
weekend of the deer hunt. Put this on y our calendar. This was a ton of fun and we got
in some great training. Everyone is welcome, we need people to find!! Report by Bryan
Bennett.

LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
As a continuing reminder, if your personal information or certifications  change , please
send Meg Fogg a message so she can update the database.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
October 11, 2008

The mounted team participated in the Mock Search at Arb’s Basin. Todd Nebeker, Dave
Hamilton, Allen Melle, John Sohl and Rick Schroeder rode the extra horses. Ken Albert-
son and Alan Clapperton had trouble with the hi ll a mile off the highway and didn’t
have chains. Allen and Dave had to chain up to get out of Arb’ s Basin before the mock
search began. Al said the Mock Search was good training and was very impressed with
the organization of the search making sure the team was safe and everyone got back
out to the high way, in spite of the condi tions and issues.

October 18, 2008

The mounted team went up Middle Fork to do some more trail maintenance. A couple
of Boy Scouts and 2 of their leaders went along to complete r equirements for their
horsemanship merit badge. Alan Clapperton, Ken Albertson, Allen Melle and Rick
Schroeder. Reports by Allen Melle

MEDICAL  NEWS:
The Wolf Mountain refresher is Sat. Nov. 22 nd , 7:30 am, Ogden Regional. If you are unable
to attend this refresher and need another option, please call Steve Ericson immediately.

Professional CPR

By Steve Ericson

November is the month that man y WCSSAR members renew their CPR certification.
Over the past year there has been discussion in the popular media regarding chest
compression only CPR.  Compression only CPR may be adequate for the general public
who cannot or wi ll not perf orm arti ficial ventilation, however it does not address the
patient needs for the professional rescuer.  For example, the primary cause of cardiac
arrest in children is pulmonary insufficiency or arrest.  Professional rescuers assess the
body system functions, in part, b y using the ABC.  The professional rescuer cannot
neglect the ABC and the first two let ters of the ABC pertain to pulmonary function.
You will recall that A is f or Airway and B is for Breathing.  The professional rescuer
must be certain that the Airw ay is open.  After opening the airw ay if the patient in
respiratory arrest then two r escue breaths must be provided noting that the chest
clearly rises.   Then the respiratory function is reassessed.

The C in the ABC is for circulation, so the pulse is assessed and the body is quickly
scanned for severe bleeding.  If ther e is a pulse but no respirations then rescue breathing
should continue, providing 1 breath, making the chest clearly rise, every 5 seconds for
adults, and every 3 seconds for a child or infant.  This technique should continue for 2 I had to put in this last pictur e, because in spite of

the challenging weather...it was a very pretty day!

On the way out, the last members of the team f aced
our final challenge of the day...a very slippery road.
Or, how many SAR members does it take to change a
tire? In the end, everyone helping just slid the car
around on the road. Photos by Sheri

We also managed to jack knife an ATV trailer. The
horses were unloaded and walked down the slippery
road as a safety precaution.

The climb team
carrying Bryan up
over “Beer Hill”
Photos by Kathy
Bennett

Sgt. Toll in a
happy mood
as he returns
ID’s at the
end of the
exercise.
Photo by
Doug Wewer

Getting
closer!!!

The climb team enjoys the beautiful day.
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minutes and then reassess both respiratory and cardiac functions.  If no pulse is
detected then CPR is initiated at the r ate of 30 compressions followed by 2 respira-
tions.  For a single rescuer, this is the r ate and ratio for an adult, child and infant.
When a second rescuer arrives, the rate and ratio remains the same for an adult but
the child and infant becomes 15 compressions followed by 2 respirations.  100 com-
pressions should be given every minute. Continue CPR for about 2 minutes or about 5
cycles then reassess the pulse and respirations.  The assessment should last no more
than 10 seconds.

Continue CPR until:

Another trained rescuer arrives and assumes control.
An AED is employed.
You are too exhausted to continue.
The scene becomes unsafe.
You notice signs of life (movement and respirations).

Despite your best efforts, complications can occur when providing CPR.

The patient’s ribs may fracture or cartilage may separate.
The patient may vomit.
The scene may become chaotic.
The patient may expire.

For the patient to ha ve the best chance of survival the cardiac chain of survival should
be employed.  That is:

Early recognition and early access to emergency medical services (EMS)
Early CPR
Early defibrillation
Early advanced life support

In conclusion, this article offers a synopsis of CPR, however rescuers must witness
audio/video presentations of these techniques as well as manual practice, to be com-
petent in CPR.  This is the reason that, for professional rescuers, the certifying agen-
cies require annual renewal.

W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
This month is our annual Winter Team meeting. We will be talking about our gear and
our tr aining needs. Please bring your packs so you can share your ideas. We will be
going over required gear and it would be gr eat to see what else people are carrying in
their packs. We will be working a lot closer this y ear with the Backcountry Ski team so
Mike Fogg will be presenting his pack and gear as well.

Also, I would l ike to put together a winter tr aining calendar. We hope to have Craig
Gordon come in December, but that is dependant on snow . I would also l ike to get
your opinions on areas for familiarization rides and a mock search. We really need
your input so we can get y ou what you want. Report by Bryan Bennett

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
Jeff Stark is continuing the curr ent CERT class for Weber that began on October 9

th

and meets on Thursdays at Fire Station 61. The course will run f or seven weeks. Jeff
can always use help with these courses.CERT—This is the Ogden team hard at work.

Final night all passed. Photo by Jeff Stark

Mary and
Marcia after
a great
spaghetti
dinner.

Warm days
but cold
nights,
everyone
eats in the
Bennett’s
trailer.
Photos by
Shaun Palm

Michelle
Hadfield and
Amelia
Young enjoy
dinner after
a long day.

Message from the Starks: “I just w anted you
to see my new bloodhound”.

Amelia gives Xena her first ATV ride, and in the end both are happy to survive.

Janet Wilts works with Josh’s puppy,
Cooper, on his first pupp y track during
the K9 training on the weekend of 10/
25 at the 2nd deer camp. Photos by
Michelle Hadfield

Success!! Cooper finds
his subject.
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT  STEVE CARVER BY KATHY BENNETT

In 1982 the Weber Mounted Posse team welcomed Steve Carver
to the membership. He became interested in the team thr ough
his Uncle, Ivan Moyes. After his involvement with this or gani-
zation he became active with the WCSSAR. He currently par-
ticipates on the logistics team, snow cat operator and has his
swift w ater training and OEC.

Steve was born and raised in the Plain City area. He attended
Weber High School. After marrying Orella, in 1987, they settled
in Plain City. They have two children, Paul is 18 years old and
April is 10 years old. Steve works for Zions Bank in the Data
Center located at 21st South and 32nd West in Salt Lake. In the
mid 1990’s he relocated his family to West Valley City. This was

done in order to accommodate work commutes for him and Orella, as well as, brought
them closer to the kids babysitter. Steve continues to be an active member of the
team despite the tr avel to Weber County. Steve was in active duty with the Navy for
six years and has 20+ years with the r eserve National Guard and Navy.

Steve spends most of his free time with his family. The time that he can get a way is
spent doing Ham Radio. He has been involved with this f or an extended period of
time. The farthest contact that he has ever made with his radio is to England.

One memorable call out that Stev e had the opportuni ty to be involved with started
out as a snow cat rescue for two skiers that wer e lost at Powder Mountain. The skiers
did not notice the “end of hi ll sign” and were skiing towards Paradise. He was one of
the snow cat operators and took of f wi th another snow cat. The other snow cat
thought that cut ting thr ough a flat spot looked like a great short cut. As the cat took
off thr ough the area they soon realized that i t was a beaver pond and ended sinking
the cat up to the contr ols. No one was physically injured but maybe an ego or two w as
bruised. During this time the members had noticed a hel icopter in the area and
radioed down to get some help. No helicopter was reported in the ar ea so Air Med
came to the rescue. After the team had been rescued from the beaver pond a call
came in that a helicopter had gone down in the ar ea. A commercial film crew was
transporting people to the top of James Peak. After unloading, the hel icopter had
problems and went down. The thr ee people on the copter were killed. However, the
people that they had dr opped off at the top of James Peak needed help. The snow cat
with the search and rescue members headed in their direction. They rescued the six
people and went back to check on the snow cat in the beaver pond. As luck would
have it the snow cat w as now frozen in the pond. The r escue on the snow cat would
take place at a later date. Some call outs just ar en’t what y ou expect.

Steve, your loyalty and continued support of the team is amazing. WCSSAR thank you
for your efforts in making this the best search and rescue team.

FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks also to everyone who sent me articles for the newsletter—Bryan, Don, Bryan,
John, Bryan, Kathy, and especially Bryan. Additional thanks to Doug Wewer, Scott
Willis, Michelle Hadfield, Kathy, Shaun, Nathan Foster, Jeff Stark and John for all their
photos. Special thanks to Angie for the minutes.

Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net, sheri@clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

Uintah search, June ‘05 Photo by Scott Willis

Morgan
Co.
search,
May ‘06
Photo
by Ryan
Kiernan

Mock Search Nov. ‘07. Photo Sohl Grouse Creek , May ‘08. Photos by Steve Ericson

Steve Carver

Fitness
test ‘08,
Photo
by John
Sohl

Backcountry.com party ‘08, Photo by John Sohl

SAR
meeting
‘07,
Photo by
Sheri

Causey car search ‘06, Photo by Sheri
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Friends of the Utah Avalanche Center – a 501(c)3 organization

2008 Utah Snow & Avalanche Workshop

The Utah Snow & Avalanche Workshop (USAW)  is a visionary professional development seminar. USAW will tap into
the incredible local knowledge we have in the Utah snow and avalanche industry. Attendees will learn about historic
avalanche events as well as new innovations within the industry . We welcome all snow professionals; avalanche forecast-
ers, ski patrollers, snow scientists, DOT personnel, mountain guides, ski industry manufacturers, search & rescue personnel
and more.

When?

This one day, annual event will take place on Saturday November 1, 2008. The morning is open only to snow pr ofessionals
featuring an exchange of the vast local knowledge & experience among those attending. The afternoon of fers guest
speakers and will be open to the publ ic. After a f ulfilling day of seminars, a fundraising party supporting the Utah Avalanche
Center will follow. The evening will feature live music - we hope to get Mick and the bo ys if we can get Keith thr ough
customs—or have an actions sports movie premier.

Where?

The Depot, located at the Gallivan Center in Salt Lake City, Utah.
08:00-12:00 Professional Development
12:00-13:00 Lunch
13:15-16:00 Open to Public
16:30-21:00 Fundraising Party

Why should I attend USAW 2008?

Never before has there been an event like this in Utah. It ’s our chance to share local knowledge, history & camaraderie.
Let’s face it, none of us ar e getting any younger and this is an opportuni ty to perpetuate the weal th of local knowledge we
have. Listening to experts share their experiences is a great way for younger snow professionals to learn. The master-
apprentice relationship has worked this way for decades. The format wi ll be much like a mini ISSW with presentations
lasting 15 minutes and a 5 minute Q&A.

Latest Update

Things are rapidly coming together f or this Saturday’s Utah Snow and Avalanche Workshop at The Depot. We’ve got an
awesome line up of speakers and presentations. In addition, Backcountry.com donated some killer gear which we’ll be
giving away throughout the course of the da y.

To clarify any confusion, the morning pr ofessional development session begins at 08:00. Here’s a link if you haven’t
registered yet—https://www .24tix.com/event.html?show_id=T19625908671962543251123

We look forward to seeing you on November 1st.

Cheers.

Craig Gordon
Avalanche Forecaster & Educator
cgordonski@hotmail.com
c. 801-231-2170


